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PEEFACE 

At the Fourteenth General Meeting of the Ayr and Galloway Archaeological 
Association, held at Ayr on 5th October 1897, the Earl of Stair, K.T., in 
the Chair, it was resolved to issue a final Volume, to wind up the 
Association, and to apply the funds as follows : — 

1st, To retain from the balance the sum of £500 for the purpose of issuing 
the final Volume ; 2nd, to apply £120 towards the repair of Cros- 
raguel Abbey, and £100 towards the repair of Glenluce Abbey ; 3rd, 
to pay the outstanding accounts which had been rendered, and to reserve 
the sum of £50 to meet possible claims. Should there be any surplus, 
it has been agreed to apply it to the further restoration of the above 
Abbeys, in proportion to the above sums. 

In accordance with these instructions, the final Volume was taken in 
hand. After consideration, as the Volume was to be a Galloway one, it 
was thought that the five great churches of Galloway would be a suitable 
subject, and make a handsome and interesting book. The Abbey of 
Glenluce had already been dealt with in Volume V. of the Collections, but 
as the Association had voted the sum of £100 towards repairs, which 
was supplemented by subscriptions from the Marquis of Bute, the Earl of 
Stair, and other friends, it was decided to undertake some excavations there 
as well. The work done has been most ably carried out by Mr. Eusk, 
mason, Glenluce, under the direction of Mr. P. Macgregor Chalmers, and 
the result will be found recorded under the account of Glenluce Abbey. 
The amount voted by the Association towards the repairs at Crosraguel 
Abbey has been expended under the supervision of Mr. James A. Morris. 



xviii PREFACE 

In the winter of 1897 the Chapter-House and Sacristy were roofed in at 
a cost of £194 : 17 : 8, the Marquis of Bute contributing £50 of the amount. 
Where required, the stone walls were heightened in brick, and a strong flat 
roof of framed timber and lead-work now securely cover in both apartments. 
A contract for completing the tracery and glazing of the three windows is 
being carried out, and this work should be finished within the next two 
months, so that these two portions of the Abbey buildings, with their 
interesting vaulted ceilings, will then be safe from the weather for many 
years.-' 

The Council regret the unavoidable delay that has occurred in the 
issuing of this Volume to members, but when the large amount of work and 
number of drawings entailed are taken into consideration, the delay should 
not be considered excessive. 

The Association is indebted to Mr. Shedden-Dobie for the account of 
the late Mr. Cochran-Patrick, who was the founder of the Association, and 
to whom so much of its success was due. 

It is with regret that the Association is now about to be wound up. 
There is still plenty of work to be done, but want of a sufficient number of 
members and of those to carry on the work has necessitated the step now 
about to be taken. 

It is hoped that this, the last Volume of the Collections, will be thought 
a worthy one with which to conclude the series. 

In an Appendix will be found a table of contents of the various Volumes 
of the Association arranged according to dates of issue. 

I must express my thanks to Messrs. M'Gibbon and Eoss, Mr. P. 
Macgregor Chalmers, Mr. David Douglas, and others for their kindly 
assistance and advice in the work. 

HEW H. DALRYMPLE. 

LocmNCH, 16th August 1899. 



1 The Association is indebted to Mr. James Morris for the account of the work done at 
Crosraguel Abbey. 
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THE LATE 
EGBERT WILLIAM COCHRAN -PATRICK 

OF 

WOODSIDE AND LADYLAND. 



At a meeting of the Ayr and Galloway Archaeological Association, held at 
Ayr on 5th October 1897, the Earl of Stair, who presided, made a very 
feeling allusion to the death of Mr. Cochran-Patrick, concluding with the 
motion " That in the next and last volume of their Transactions, the deep 
sense of their appreciation of Mr. Cochran-Patrick's services, and the loss 
the Association had sustained by his death, should be recorded." In 
accordance with that resolution, the following brief notice has been 
prepared : — 

Mr. Cochran Patrick, born on 4th February 1842, at Ladyland, in 
the parish of Kilbirnie, was the eldest son of William Charles Patrick of 
Waterside, Advocate, and Agnes, elder daughter and heiress of William 
Cochran of Ladyland, who on their marriage assumed the conjoined 
name of Cochran-Patrick. Woodside House, in the parish of Beith, the 
property of his uncle, William Patrick of Eoughwood, W.S. (who had 
acquired the estate in 1833), became their usual place of residence. 

Mr. Cochran-Patrick's education, begun at home, was finished at the 
University of Edinburgh, where he took the degree of B.A. in 1861 ; and 
at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, where he graduated LIj.B. with honours 
in 1864. He thereafter settled as a country gentleman at Woodside, 
which property had been left him by his grand-uncle the before-mentioned 
William Patrick, who died in 1861. His genial frankness of manner and 
his decided aptitude for business matters soon brought him to the front 
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as a leader in all parochial as well as county affairs. He was elected 
Chairman of the Parochial Board of the parish ; Chairman of the School 
Boards of Beith and Kilbirnie ; and Convener of the Finance Committee 
of the County of Ayr. In 1861 he joined the Ayr and Wigton Militia 
as Lieutenant, was made Captain in 1866, and resigned in 1868. He 
afterwards joined the Beith corps of the Ayrshire Volunteers. He became 
a keen Free Mason, and, joining the Lodge of Mother Kilwinning, was 
rapidly advanced to be Provincial Grand Master for Ayrshire. Later on 
he was chosen a Director of the Glasgow and South -Western Bail way. 
He was a Magistrate for the Counties of Ayr and Eenfrew, and was made 
a Deputy-Lieutenant for Ayrshire in 1876. 

Mr. Cochran-Patrick married in 1866 Eleanora, younger daughter of 
Eobert Hunter of Hunter — a lady who, among her many amiable and good 
qualities, proved an excellent helpmate in both household and estate 
affairs, thereby enabling her husband to devote himself to his various 
public duties and his archaeological and literary pursuits. In 1870 he was 
elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, and at the 
ensuing meeting read a paper on " Relics recently found among the Eemains 
of a Lake Dwelling in Kilbirnie Loch." He at subsequent meetings 
presented various contributions to the Museum, and was a frequent 
contributor to the Proceedings. In 1871 he was elected a Fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries of London; and in 1874 was sent to Stockholm 
to represent Great Britain at the International Congress of Archaeology 
which met there in that year. 

Mr. Cochran -Patrick's father, besides an excellent collection of the 
fossils of North Ayrshire, had made a small but very pretty collection 
of various gold and silver coins. The enticing glitter of the coins 
probably induced the son to follow in his father's footsteps, and was 
thus led on to make numismatics a study. He became a member of the 
Numismatic Society of London and a contributor to its Journal, and his 
collection of Scottish coins eventually grew to be one of the finest in the 
country. In 1876 he published. Records of the Coinage of Scotland, from 
the Earliest Period to the Union, in 2 vols., containing illustrations in 
autotype of the various coins available both from public and private 
collections. It was dedicated, by permission, to Her Majesty the Queen, 
and now ranks as the standard work on the subject. This was followed 
in 1878 by Early Records relating to Mining in Scotland. Mr. Cochran- 
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Patrick had also made a remarkably fine collection of Scottish medals, 
particularly rich in specimens of the Stewart dynasty; and in 1884 he 
published his Catalogue of the Medals of Scotland, from the Earliest 
Period to the Present Time. This volume was also dedicated to the 
Queen, the medals being likewise illustrated in autotype. These volumes 
were all got up in the same elegant and appropriate style, being half- 
bound in golden yellow morocco.^ In 1892 he again appeared as an 
author, in a volume of more sober aspect, entitled Mediaeval Scotland. 
' It comprised chapters on the various industries of the country at that period, 
containing much interesting and valuable information. For the most 
part, it was a reprint of articles which had originally appeared in the 
Glasgow Herald. 

In 1880 Mr. Cochran - Patrick's thoughts were turned to a higher 
and wider field, viz. that of politics. At the General Election of that 
year he entered the lists as Conservative candidate for North Ayrshire, 
his opponent on the Liberal side being Mr. J. B. Balfour, and he was 
returned by the narrow majority of 55. In the House he soon 
became popular, and when he spoke was always listened to with attention. 
His maiden speech, in July 1880, was on the Hares and Eabbits Bill, 
which he opposed. He spoke with ease and fluency ; and, while admitting 
the necessity of amending the law, he only objected to the methods of 
amendment proposed. In 1881, when Sir John Lubbock brought in a 
resolution calling upon the Government to provide for the protection of 
our National Ancient Monuments (a matter very near Mr. Cochran- 
Patrick's heart), in a vigorous speech he warmly supported Sir John's 
motion, and suggested that a Eoyal Commission should be appointed to 
place on permanent record every particular relating to the relics of pre- 
historic times. He was a strong supporter of the view that Scottish 
Historical Monuments should be placed in charge of a Scottish repre- 
sentative body. This, unfortunately, was not carried, and has made 
the Ancient Monuments Act of less value than it would otherwise have 
been north of the Tweed. On the dissolution of Parliament and General 
Election of 1885, he was defeated by the Hon. H. Elliot, the Liberal 
candidate, by a majority of 960 ; and on the dissolution and election 

' Mr. Cocliran- Patrick had also acquired a including implements of the Stone Age, ancient 
very complete series of James Tassie's portrait gems, — Egyptian, Persian, Indian, Grecian, and 
medallions ; and had made other collections, Eoman, — and Scottish Communion tokens. 
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consequent on the rejection of Mr. Gladstone's Home Kule Bill on 8th 
June 1886, when Mr. Elliot came forward as a Unionist, Mr. Cochran- 
Patrick, although be had accepted the invitation of the County 
Conservative Association, withdrew from the contest, in deference to the 
decision of the leaders of both parties, and Mr. Elliot had a "walk over." 
On Mr. Cochran-Patrick's withdrawal becoming known, he was approached, 
with a view to nomination, by other constituencies ; but these overtures 
were declined, — he had no desire to re-enter Parliament unless as member 
for North Ayrshire. 

He again resumed his country life, archaeological investigations, 
and local public duties. He was returned unopposed at the first County 
Council election as member for the landward division of Beith, and was 
elected Chairman of the Public Health Sub-Committee of the Northern 
District Committee. He served as a member of the Royal Commission 
on the Scottish Education Act, and on the Tweed and Solway Salmon 
Fisheries, and was also on the Fishery Board for Scotland. In 1886 
he was appointed Assessor to the University of St. Andrews, and in the 
following year to the University of Glasgow, which had a few years 
previously conferred upon him the degree of LL.D., in recognition of 
his literary work. In December of this year, 1887, on the retirement of 
Sir Francis Sandford, he was offered and accepted the post of permanent 
Under-Secretary for Scotland. This important office he continued to 
hold till failing health compelled him to resign.-' 

Mr. Cochran -Patrick, though bodily robust, of active habits, and a 
keen sportsman both with gun and rod, was not constitutionally strong. 
He had long complained of a weakness in the action of the heart. This 
feeling increased after the death of his mother — the kind-hearted, genial 
lady of Ladyland — in 1881 ; and became more pronounced after the death of 
his wife in 1884. But the death of his only son William Arthur on 
29th January 1891, soon after attaining his majority, was the heaviest 
blow, and one from which he never recovered. It was for Arthur's 
advancement (then an under-graduate of Trinity Hall, Cambridge) that he 
would have cared to continue in the public service, and he now began to 
think of resigning the Under-Secretaryship. An acute attack of influenza, 
followed by inflammation of the lungs, hastened this determination, and 

1 For many of these facts I am indebted Cocbran-Patrick, whicli appeared in the January 
to the article by his son-in-law Mr. N. K. number of the Scottish Review. 
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his resignation was given in and accepted, with much regret, by the Marquis 
of Lothian in June 1892. 

Before concluding this brief resume of Mr, Cochran-Patrick's career, 
his close connection with the Archaeological Association has yet to be 
noticed. It was entirely at his instigation that a meeting was called to 
consider the propriety of forming an Archseological Society for the 
Counties of Ayr and Wigton. The meeting took place in the County 
Buildings, Ayr, on 19th October 1877, and was well attended by those 
interested in such subjects and by the gentry of the district, the 
Earl of Stair presiding. It was then resolved to form a society to be 
called the Ayrshire and Wigtonshire Archseological Association, for the 
purpose of publishing from time to time Descriptions, illustrated by 
Plans and Drawings, of the various Pre-historic and Mediaeval remains 
in the Counties of Ayr and Wigton ; and also to print Early Charters, 
MSS., Historical Documents, Ecclesiastical, Municipal, and Parochial 
Records, and other matter relating to the History, Antiquities, Topo- 
graphy, and Genealogy of the district. The meeting proceeded to elect 
its office-bearers. The Earl of Stair, K.T., was unanimously chosen 
President, with fourteen Vice-Presidents, all members of the aristocracy ; 
Mr. Cochran-Patrick was appointed Honorary Secretary for Ayrshire, and 
the Eev. G. Wilson for Wigtonshire. Thus Mr. Cochran -Patrick's pet 
Association became an established fact, and the first volume of Collections 
was issued in the latter end of the following year. The annual issue of 
"Cochran-Patrick's Picture Booh," as it was called by an old friend 
and keen local antiquarian, the late Hugh F. Weir of Kirkhall, was 
eagerly looked forward to. At a meeting of Council held on 29th July 
1885, on the suggestion of Sir Herbert Maxwell, the name of the 
Association was altered to "Ayrshire and Galloway," thereby providing 
a wider field for membership and for contributions to the Collections. 

For some years the work of the Association was a notable success, 
principally owing to the assiduous endeavours of Mr. Cochran -Patrick, 
who, amidst all his other and more important public duties, was always 
able to devote a portion of his time to its supervision ; while he also 
repeatedly contributed articles to the volumes of Collections. His amiable 
heartiness and engaging personality in stirring up contributors, and 
his enthusiasm in all archaeological and antiquarian investigations, carried 
even the lukewarm along with him. It was not till his faihng health 
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before alluded to had unfitted him for further work that the Association 
began to lag for lack of the moving spirit, and the annual volume 
ceased after the issue of 1895. 

To sum up : — Mr. Cochran -Patrick's long and intimate connection 
with the Association may fittingly be concluded by quoting the words 
of the noble President at the meeting held on 5th October already referred 
to, as reported in the Glasgow Herald of the following day : — " Before 
" proceeding to the business of the meeting, the Chairman said he was 
" sure he expressed the feelings of all present when he said how deeply 
" they deplored the loss of one who had taken a deep and active 
" interest in archaeological affairs not only in the district but over 
" the whole of Scotland. It was twenty years ago this month since 
" Mr. Cochran-Patrick had brought forward the proposal for the formation 
" of this Association, and he was quite sure they could not say how 
" deeply they were indebted to him for the success which had attended 
" the proceedings of this Society." 

Mr. Cochran-Patrick's sudden but gentle death at Woodside, on the 
evening of the 15th March 1897, ended a distinguished and useful career, 
leaving a blank in North Ayrshire which has not yet been filled, nor 
will it be easy to do so. 

JOHN SHEDDEN-DOBIE. 
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SWEETHEART ABBEY 



THE ABBEY OF THE SWEETHEAET OE NEW 
ABBEY, KIRKCUDBEiaHTSHIEE 

The ruins of this Abbey stand on a level holm about seven miles south of 
Dumfries, not far from the eastern base of Criffel. The situation is 
charming, the country around being finely wooded, and the road in 
approaching the village of New Abbey from Dumfries passes through a 
beautiful avenue of trees in front of the gate to Shambellie House. 

The Abbey precinct (Plate I.) was surrounded with a strong and 
lofty wall, considerable portions of which still survive. It is chiefly built 
with large granite boulders, evidently gathered from the surrounding lands, 
many of the boulders being 4 to 6 feet in diameter. The existing portions 
of the wall are about 8 to 12 feet in height and 4 feet in thickness. 

The precinct was of a quadrilateral form about 1200 feet each way, and 
comprised fully 30 acres. Most of the wall on the west and north sides 
is preserved, and the foundations can be distinctly traced on the east side, 
but no indications of a wall are visible on the south side.^ The village of 
New Abbey is now partly built within the precinct along what doubtless 
was the entrance road to the Abbey, and part of a granite pillar marks 
where the entrance gate probably existed.^ 

The Abbey Pow, a slow-flowing burn, surrounds the precinct at a short 
distance from the enclosing wall on the west, north, and east sides. 

1 " It is the uniform tradition that on the south of New Abbey, to whom we are much indebted 

side of the precinct there was a fosse or deep for information regarding the Abbey, 
ditch filled with water, and not only do old ^ When Dr. Wilson came to New Abbey the 

people remember traces of the fosse, but in dig- traces of the gateways at both entrances to the 

ging the foundations of our new parish church precinct were much more marked than they are 

we came upon and were much troubled by its now. 
remains." — Note by the Eev. Dr. "Wilson, minister 
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Of the Abbey structures the church alone is preserved (Plate II.), all 
the conventual buildings, with the exception of a few foundations, having 
been swept away. The church, however, remains nearly entire so far as its 
main features are concerned. It comprises a choir, nave and transepts 
with aisles and a central tower over the crossing. All these divisions, with 
their piers, arches, and windows, are nearly complete, but the whole edifice 
is almost entirely roofless. 

The choir, which is without aisles, is 49 feet 7 inches long by 28 feet 
3 inches wide. It is lit with a large east window and two side windows 
in each of the side walls (Plate IV.) These windows are all filled with 
tracery in a fair state of preservation. There are fragments of a piscina 
and sedilia in the south wall (Plate X.), but they are sadly mutilated. 
The choir has had a clerestory similar to that of the nave and transepts, 
a few traces of which are still visible, but it is chiefly demolished. 

The east gable (Plate V.) stiU partly exists and shows in the upper story 
over the large east window a wide opening with semicircular arch, and 
portions of a small circular window above it. The semicircle occurs in 
several arches throughout the edifice, as well as in the upper window in the 
east gable, as, for instance, in the exterior clerestory windows of the nave 
and the piscina in south transept aisle. But in Scotland the semicircle is 
introduced at all periods of Gothic architecture and is no guide to the 
date of the structure. The roof of the choir has evidently been of timber, 
and there has been no vaulting. The tracery of the windows has to a large 
extent escaped the destruction so apparent in other parts of the edifice. 

The nave is 117 feet in length and 66 feet 6 inches in breadth, and 
comprises a centre nave and two side aisles. There are six bays, the main 
piers and arches of which (Plate XIII.) are all preserved, but the caps 
and bases of the piers and the arch and pier mouldings are much smashed 
and destroyed ; the damage has the appearance of having been done 
wilfully. The west end (Plate XL) which contains only one central 
entrance doorway U in fair preservation, and has a triple-light window 
(the tracery in which is broken out), and a large arch with tracery in the 
upper part, and a small trefoiled window in the apex. The piers of the 
main arcade (Plate XIV.) are of simple design and have good caps and 
bases, and the arch mouldings are bold and effective. The arches spring 
from centres below the level of the caps. 

The clerestory of the nave is well preserved, and consists of a double 
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wall with a passage in the centre, and has triple openings in the interior 
wall, while in the exterior wall the windows are mostly lancets arranged 
within a semicircle (Plate XL) The two bays next the crossing, however, 
have on each side of the nave triple-pointed lights in the outer wall of 
the clerestory. There is no triforium, the space over the main arches 
being a plain wall unbroken by vaulting shafts or otherwise. The 
central roof was evidently of timber, but the side aisles were (or were 
intended to be) vaulted ; the outer face of the wall over the main piers 
and arches (Plate XI.), which would be covered by the vaults, being of 
rough masonry. Of the outer walls of the nave aisles that on the north 
side has been almost entirely demolished, while that on the south side 
has been partly repaired. The surviving portion of the north nave wall 
shows that it had responds, buttresses, and windows similar to those in 
the transept. 

Previous to 1731 the parish church stood on the south side of the 
cloister garth, probably occupying the site of the refectory, but in that 
year a new parish church was erected against the south wall of the nave 
(see sketch by Grose, page 12). The latter church was removed in 1877, 
when the south wall of the nave was repaired. The upper part of the 
nave wall, including the clerestory windows, was refaced and repaired 
about forty years ago.^ The south wall of the nave still retains the original 
door to the cloister at the east end and two buttresses near that end 
(Plate XX.) The responds for the vaulting are also preserved in the 
interior of the aisle. 

The north and south transepts are in fair preservation. They have 
each an eastern aisle of two bays, and the vaulting of the south transept 
aisle still survives (Plate XIX.) Each aisle is provided with a piscina in 
the south wall (Plate X.), and no doubt contained chapels and altars. 
There is an entrance doorway in the north wall of the north transept 
(Plate XVI.), but the masonry is too much destroyed to allow of a satis- 
factory drawing of it being made. Over this doorway there is a large 
traceried window, and in the upper story a smaller window which, to 
judge from the unusual and contorted nature of its arch, has probably 
been rebuilt at a late date. A turret at the north-west angle of the north 
transept contains a staircase leading to the clerestory and central tower. 
The south transept (Plate XVII.) contains a doorway in the south wall 

1 Information furnished by the Rev. Dr. Wilson. 
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leading to a chamber which may have been the sacristy. It has also con- 
tained the usual staircase to the door on a higher level giving access over 
the above chamber to the dormitory, etc., which doubtless extended over 
the chapter-house and other structures on the east side of the cloister court. 
A clerestory similar to that of the choir and nave extended round the 
transepts, and is carried across in the north and south walls. In the gable 
of the south transept there is a circular traceried window, which has been 
encroached upon by the gable of the buildings on the east side of the cloister. 

The central crossing (Plate V.) consists of four arches springing from 
piers similar in section to the nave piers, but larger in dimensions and with 
similar caps, bases, and arch mouldings. These arches support the central 
tower, which is extremely simple in design (Plate IV.) It has been divided 
into two or three stories and has a staircase in the north-west angle. 
The rooms in the tower had wooden floors. Doors lead from the tower 
into the upper portions of the church roof; these were probably used for 
access to the roof for cleaning, repairing, etc. The parapet is of good 
design, but the crow-stepped gables are probably of a late date. 

The height of the apex of the tower arches is 43 feet — the top of 
the parapet is 78 feet 6 inches, and the apex of the crow-stepped gables is 
95 feet in height. 

Sweetheart Abbey is said to have been founded in 1275 ^ by Devorgilla, 
daughter of Alan, Lord of Galloway, and wife of John Baliol of Castle 
Barnard in the County of Durham. She was the mother of King John 
Baliol. According to Wyntoun she caused the heart of her husband, who 
predeceased her in 1269, to be embalmed and placed in an ivory casket, 
which was buried along with her at her death, in 1289, in the choir of 
Sweetheart Abbey. 

From these dates it may be inferred that part of the choir at least 
was erected before the death of the foundress. The general character of 
much of the architecture corresponds with that of the thirteenth century, 
but there are certain features which cannot be attributed to that period. 
While the mouldings of the nave and transept piers and arcades and the 
sedilia and piscina of the choir have the characteristics of the thirteenth 
century, the same cannot be said of the large windows of the choir and 

1 In a charter of confirmation by David IL, granted in 1273, being two years earlier than 
dated 1359, the charter by Devorgilla to St. the date usually assigned.— T/ie Lamy ChaHers, 
Mary's of Sweetheart is stated to have been No. 46. 
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their tracery, which is peculiar and points to its being of a later period 
and possibly executed by some one not much experienced in that class 
of work. 

The tracery of the west window of the nave is also remarkable and 
exceptional, and suggests that it has been repaired and reconstructed 
at some period, while the peculiarities of the rose window of the south 
transept and the arch of the upper window of the north transept clearly 
point to repairs executed at a late date. The north-west angle of the 
north transept also shows signs of reconstruction at a late period. 

In the nave the change in the design of the exterior clerestory windows 
seems to indicate that the two eastmost bays, which have simple pointed 
windows, were erected first, and that the remaining four bays to the west 
with their semicircular windows were built somewhat later. The general 
design of the first bays, although in the later work it has been departed 
from in the exterior openings, has been adhered to in the interior. In 
the interior openings the caps of the clerestory are moulded in the earlier 
windows, while in the later openings the caps are carved with foliage and 
the design of some of them is first pointed, while others are of the decorated 
period, and some perhaps even of later date (Plate XV.) 

The Abbey seems to have fallen into a condition of poverty during 
the War of Independence. In 1331 a charter of the Parish Church of 
Crossmichael was granted by the Bishop of Galloway to the Abbey of 
Sweetheart " on account of the well-known poverty of the said Abbey." 

The structure had probably also fallen into decay at this time. The 
building throughout shows indications of having undergone considerable 
changes and reparations at different epochs, and it is known to have been 
extensively damaged and repaired about the end of the fourteenth century. 
In 1381 there is a confirmation by Pope Benedict the Thirteenth of a 
charter of the Church of St. Colmanell of Butyll, granted by the Bishop of 
Galloway, to " the Abbey and Convent of Sweetheart and their successors 
for ever, on account of their pressing necessity, and known poverty, and 
smallness of income, and the demolition of that monastery by lightning, 
and its being situated on the borders of Scotland and England, where great 
depredations were frequently perpetrated"; also a charter by Archibald, 
Earl of Douglas, of the advowson of the Church of St. Colmanell of Butyll 
to Sweetheart Abbey ^ was confirmed by the Pope in 1397. 

1 The Book of GarlaverocJc, ii. 511. 
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It is thought, from the above conveyance to the monks of the 
patronage of St. Colmanell by Archibald the Grim, Third Earl of Douglas, 
that he took an active interest in this Abbey, shortly after he became Lord 
of Galloway.^ Probably repairs undertaken about the period of the above 
charters may account for some of the changes in the design which have 
been described. The large windows in the choir may then have been 
introduced. Their details would accord better with the year 1400 than 
1300. The later work of the clerestory of the nave (although the original 
design was adhered to generally) may have extended well into the fifteenth 
century, and may thus account for the second and third pointed details 
found in the caps and other details. 

The peculiar filling in of the large west window may also, perhaps, 
belong to this extensive restoration. The tracery of the upper part of the 
window and that of the three lower openings would agree well with the 
above date. 

The repairs of the upper windows in the gables of the transepts above 
referred to are evidently the result of operations carried out at a still 
later period. 

Little beyond the above facts is known of the early history of the 
Abbey. The last Abbot was Gilbert Brown,^ who remained in the neigh- 
bourhood of Dumfries for nearly fifty years after the Abbey was suppressed. 
Ultimately he retired to Paris, and is said to have carried off many of the 
papers belonging to the monastery with him. These were probably 
deposited in the Scotch College in Paris where he resided, and were 
destroyed during the Eevolution. Such documents as remained in this 
county were burned at the Market Cross of Dumfries.^ 

In 1539, Eobert, Master of Maxwell, and his heirs were appointed 
Bailies of the Barony and lands of Lochindow and Kirkpatrick.* 

John, usually called the Master of Maxwell, afterwards fourth Lord 
Herries, was educated at Sweetheart Abbey, and took a great interest 
in, and had much affection for, the monastery. He was ordered by the 
Lords of the Congregation to demolish the structure, but refused. This 
we learn from a gift which he obtained from Gilbert Brown, Abbot, 

1 The Douglas Booh, by Sir AVm. Fraser, i. Gilbert Brown was abbot in 1584, and William 
350. Leslie was commendator in 1592 (No. 1235). 

2 In Laing's Charters (No. 1087), John Brown s Harper's Galloioay, p. 272. 
was abbot in 1559 (Nos. 700, 701, 702), and * Book of Oarlaverock, ii. 518. 
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dated at the Abbey of Sweetheart 27th August 1577, of the "Yle of 
Lochkindelocht with all the fowlis that sail abyde and big thair," and 
the fishing of the said loch. In this gift it is particularly stated that it 
was made in consideration of the services done to the said Abbey by his 
Lordship, when as Warden of the West Marches and " Generall Justice 
of this cuntre " he refused to obey the order of the Lords of the Congre- 
gation to demolish their kirk and place of New Abbey, "quhair he was 
maist part brocht vp in his youth," when the other abbeys in the kingdom 
were suppressed.^ 

Lord Herries lived at a time when politics and religion were very 
unstable, and like many others he sometimes wavered in his adherence in 
Church and State, but he was an ardent supporter of Queen Mary, com- 
manded the horse on her side at the battle of Langside, conducted her to 
his house of Terregles after the battle, accompanied her to England, and 
attended to her interests there after her surrender to Elizabeth. Although 
a professed Protestant, he had a strong leaning to the old faith. In 1588 
Lord Herries expelled the Presbyterian minister from Dumfries. 

Gilbert Brown, the last Abbot of Sweetheart, appointed in 1565, was 
of the family of Carsluith. He was a strong opponent of the Keformation. 
In 1578 it was complained of him that he was zealous in instructing the 
family of Lord Herries and others in the Catholic religion. He laboured 
for the Catholic cause in Glasgow, Paisley, and Galloway, and had a 
controversy with John Welsche of Kirkcudbright, afterwards of Ayr. 

The property and barony of Sweetheart Abbey seem to have passed 
early in the seventeenth century to Archbishop Spottiswood, as we find 
that his son. Sir Eobert Spottiswood, was promoted to the Bench as Lord 
New Abbey. ^ Sir Eobert was unfortunately connected with Montrose, 
having conveyed to him his commission from Charles I., and, being taken 
at Phihphaugh in 1645, was executed at St. Andrews. In 1695 Sir 
Robert's grandson, John Spottiswood, who was an advocate and legal 
author, petitioned the Scottish Parliament for the restitution of the lands 
and barony of New Abbey, or for £3000 promised to Sir Eobert in 1634 
by Charles I. This was approved by Parliament in 1695, but without 
effect. 

This John Spottiswood wrote the well-known "Account of all the 

1 BooJc of Garlaverock, i. 568. 
2 Robert Spottiswood was abbot of New Abbey in 1615. — Laing's Charters, No. 17.32. 
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Eeligious Houses in Scotland at the Reformation," a work embodied in 
Keith's Catalogue of Bishops. 

There are few ancient monuments preserved in the Abbey. One slab 
with an inscription all round the margin lies under the crossing. The 
letters indicate a date not later than the sixteenth century, but the 
inscription has not been deciphered.^ 

In the south transept are preserved some carved stones which appear 
to have belonged to a monument, probably in the shape of an altar-tomb. 
These consist of six square panels, each having a quatrefoil inscribed in a 
square, and containing a shield or other ornament within the quatrefoil. 
One of these shields bears a lion rampant, another is charged with three 
mullets in chief, and a fleur-de-lys in base, and a third shield is plain 
The other quatrefoils have a rose in the centre arranged differently in each 
(see Fig. on p. 11).^ 

Four stones which may have formed the bevelled cope of the same 
or some other monument are piled up in a recess and are not easily 
examined. These stones contain on the margin the following inscription 
in a form of letters common in the latter part of the sixteenth century 
as, for example, at Linhouse and houses in Edinburgh ^ : — 

{A side stone) GILLA • FUDATRIX 

{Cor'mr stone) HUJUS • MONA (blank space) 

Do. STII QUE OBIIT 

Do. M . CO • LXXX nil. 

The second stone has a blank space after MONA, so that it does not 
read in connection with the stone bearing STII. The lettering undoubtedly 
indicates that it has contained some reference to Devorgilla the foundress 
of this Abbey, although the date of the foundation is 1275, not 1284, 
while from the style it probably belongs to the sixteenth or seventeenth 
century.* 

1 There are also in the Shambellie burying- which had been found at different times in or 
place two fragments of ancient gravestones, one near the Abbey (Rev. Dr. Wilson) 

of which has the letters "Dominua Abbas" 8 gee Cast, and Dom. ArcUtecture of Scotland 

(Rev. Dr. Wilson). v. 74 480. ' 

2 These six stones were formerly built up * The first, second, and fourth of the above 
into a kmd of trophy on the top of the arch four stones lay till the destruction of the late 
formmg the entrance to the cloister garth, along parish church on the inner sill of one of the 
with some other stones of no special interest windows of said church, at which time they 
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From the account above given of the interest taken in the Abbey by 
Lord Herries, who lived during the greater part of the sixteenth century, 




and from his attachment to Queen Mary and her cause and religion, and 
from his intimacy with Gilbert Brown the last abbot, it seems not unlikely 
that these two men may have had some connection with the construction 
of this tomb. The heraldry, however, is difficult of explanation. Lord 
Herries's mother was a Douglas, and the three stars in chief on one of the 
shields may refer to her, while the fleur-de-lys in base may refer to the 
Douglas connection with France, as in the heraldic carving at Lincluden. 
The roses on the other shields are also difficult of explanation. 

It seems not unlikely that two such zealous supporters of Queen Mary 
and the Catholics would wish to raise a monument to the memory of the 
pious founder of the Abbey, especially when it is borne in mind that a 
revival of the ancient faith and its rites was long expected in the south- 
west of Scotland. 

As an indication of the interest taken by Lord Herries in similar 
matters, it may be mentioned that at Terregles, near his own mansion, he 
erected a small church as a mausoleum for himself and his family, and 
preserved in it certain portions of the stalls from Lincluden College.^ 



were removed to their present position. These 
stones had been discovered at least sixty years 
ago. The third stone (containing the letters 
STIl QUE OBIIT) was found two years ago in 
digging a grave in the burying-ground, and was 
then placed beside the others (Rev. Dr. Wilson). 
A drawing in Gwpt. BiddeU's MS. (Soc. of Antiq. 
of Scot.) ix. 122, shows the first of above 



stones as having been " built in the wall of Mr. 
Wright's stables at New Abbey" in 1V89. 

' Book of Gwrlaveroch, i. 569, and Ecclesi- 
astical Architecture of Scotland, iii. 614. A 
coat of arms on Lord Herries's monument in 
above church at Terregles bears three stars in 
chief (RiddelVs MS. ix. 121). 




bWEETHEART AbbEY IN 1790, FEOM GkOSE's SkETOH. 




Abbot of Sweetheart. 

A figure of an Abbot, with a crozier in his right hand ; on each side appears to be a star. 

" S' Abbatis db Ddlci Corde." 




Monastery op Sweetheart. 

A very pretty design of the Virgin and infant Jesus standing within a Gothic nichu, the 
background ornamented with foliage. In the lower part of the seal is a monogram of the name of 
the Virgin. 

"SiGILLDM COMUNE MONASTERII DuLCIS CORDIS." 



From Laing's Ancient Scottish Seals, page 204. 
Engraved from oasts taken in the British Museum. 
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PLATE I. 

Plan of the Abbey, showing the precinct and surroundings, reduced from the Ordnance 
Survey Map. 



PLATE 11. 



18 



PLATE II. 

General View of the Abbey from the north-east. 
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PLATE III. 

Plan of the Abbey Buildings. 
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PLATE IV. 



PLATE IV. 

Exterior view of Choir. This view shows the general character of the choir as above 
described, while the details are given in succeeding figures. Here are seen the east end 
and north side of the choir, the south side of the north transept, and the east and north 
faces of the tower over the crossing. 
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PLATE V. 

Interior view of east and north sides of the choir, the crossing carrying the tower, 
and one bay of the east side of north transept. In the latter there is visible a small 
surviving portion of the clerestory of the transept. 
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INTERIOR VIEW OF CHOIR. 
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PLATE VI. 

The plan and interior and exterior elevations of the east window of the choir to a large 
scale, showing mouldings, etc. The details are peculiar and very unusual. Externally the 
jamb and arch mouldings are simple splays, and the arches spring from them in the usual 
manner, but in the interior the arch consists of a series of mouldings which die upon 
the jambs, except the label and outer mouldings, which stop upon the cap of a shaft set in 
the angle of the scoinson. This angle shaft is carried to a considerable height and gives 
the appearance to the arch mouldings of being struck from a low centre. The arch has 
thus a broken or truncated effect, which cannot be admired. The mullions and tracery 
are splayed on the exterior, while in the interior the mullions and arches over them have 
a moulding or bead carried round them. The cusping in the upper part of the tracery is 
formed with a small separate moulding quite detached from the main members. The 
latter have a heavy effect, and contrast greatly with the cusping, which has an unusually 
light character. The cusping has naturally, from its delicacy, been a good deal broken. 
Another striking peculiarity is that the five arches over the mullions are perfectly plain 
and have no cusping. 

The caps on the scoinson shafts and the mouldings connected with these shafts are 
similar to those in the south transept aisle and seem to be of about the same date. 
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PLATE VII. 

Sections to an enlarged scale of the jamb and arch mouldings, muUions, scoinson-caps, 
bases, etc., of the east window of choir. 
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SECTION - EAST WINDOW OF CHOIR. 
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PLATE VIII. 

The two side windows in the north wall of the choir. These windows have peculiarities 
similar to those of the east window, and have doubtless been executed at the same period. 
The drawing shows the plan, exterior and interior elevations, and the details of these 
windows. 
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PLATE IX. 

A SKETCH of the choir windows in the south wall opposite those in the north wall. 
These windows correspond generally with those in the north wall, but the sill is kept 
higher to allow of the piscina being introduced below. 
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PLATE X. 

The piscina and sedilia in the choir and the other piscinas to an enlarged scale. These 
features are so greatly damaged that it is with difficulty the details can be made out and 
measured, but they are given as nearly as possible correctly. 

These details may be regarded as of first pointed or early second pointed design. The 
caps and bases of the sedilia correspond to some extent with those of the windows of the 
choir, and also with those of the south transept aisle. 

This drawing also shows the piscinas in the north and south transept aisles — the former 
of which is of a very remarkable design. 
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PLATE XL 

A SKETCH of the exterior of the nave from the north-west. The demolition of the wall of 
the north aisle gives a view of the north side with its arcade and the rough wall over it, 
where the vaulting of the north aisle would cover the wall. Above this is the plain wall 
occupying the usual position of the triforium, and which was covered in by the roof of 
the aisle. Some of the corbels for carrying the wooden ridge piece of the aisle roof are 
still visible under the string course. Above this are the clerestory windows, the four 
westmost being plain pointed lights enclosed in a semicircle, and the two eastmost plain 
triple lancets, as above mentioned. 

The west end with its gable and peculiar windows is also seen in this sketch. 

The west doorway is small and simple. It is surmounted with a row of plain corbels 
evidently intended to carry a roof, which doubtless formed a porch of some kind, all trace 
of which is now gone. Over these are the jambs and pointed arch of a large window. 
This framework was clearly intended to be fitted with mullions and tracery, but has now been 
filled in with three pointed windows in the lower part carrying a space of blank wall above 
and a wheel in the arch. Dr. Wilson points out that some remains of what seems to 
have been the original tracery projects out of the solid masonry at the base of the wheel 
window. The present construction, as above explained, is probably the result of a repair 
after damage by lightning in the 14th century. 
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PLATE XII. 

The west doorway of the nave and the cloister doorway with their details to an enlarged 
scale. 

The west doorway is 5 feet 3 inches wide and has simple but effective mouldings. The 
shafts were detached and set in nooks and have now disappeared. They carried caps which 
have an advanced character, their foliage being dependent for much of its effect on the 
carving of stems and twigs. 

The corbels, which probably supported a porch roof in front of the west door, are shovm, 
and also the section of the large muUions between the three lower windows above. These 
have evidently been designed of suflBcient strength to resist damage by lightning or any 
other cause. 

This plate also shows the cloister door at the east end of the south aisle. It is 7 feet 
wide and has two nook shafts and a bold roll in the jambs. The shafts have moulded caps 
(similar in design to those in the choir and south transept aisle) which stop upon the roll 
between them. The latter is finished by having the abacus of the caps carried through as 
shown in the sketch. The arch mouldings of this door and the west door are somewhat 
similar and have a decorated character. 

On this sheet is shown the section of the jambs and arch of a large window now built 
into the east wall of the chapter-house. This arch was formerly built in the east end of 
the parish church (now removed). It now stands where the chapter-house window 
formerly existed, as is apparent from an older moulding remaining beneath it. There was 
a round shaft in each angle of the chapter-house similar to those in the east aisle of south 
transept, indicating that it was probably vaulted. The floor was fully 18 inches lower 
than at present. 
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PLATE XIII. 

A GENERAL view of the interior of the nave, showing the interior of the west end above 
described. 
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PLATE XIV. 

One bay of the nave to a large scale, with details of the main arcade and clerestory. 
The piers are of simple early form, and are 5 feet 6 inches in diameter, and about 
12 feet in height, including caps and bases. The caps and bases have good early 
mouldings returned round the shafts. The arch mouldings are eflfective and bold, and, as 
above mentioned, spring from centres below the level of the caps. The space usually occupied 
by the triforium arcade is a plain unbroken wall about 5 feet 6 inches high, surmounted by 
a bold string course, above which is the clerestory. The section shows that the wall at the 
clerestory level is hollow, and contains a passage running along the clerestory. The 
passage is open in the transept, but is built up in the nave. It is entered from a doorway 
in the south jamb of the great west window, and a short stair in the thickness of the wall. 
The interior portion of the wall is pierced with triple openings in each bay (which, however, 
are not placed correctly over the centre of the main arches). These openings present probably 
the finest features of the edifice. They have triple or trefoil shafts, with boldly moulded 
and cusped arches, and the caps are for the most part ornamented with foliage (see Plate 
XV.), some copied from natural leaves, while others have a feeling of Early English in their 
carving, and some have also a later character. The caps of the two eastmost bays are 
moulded, not carved with foliage. The bases being scarcely visible from the floor of the 
nave have not the usual mouldings, but are merely composed of splays. 

The section shows that the windows in the outer portion of the wall have the sills 
placed at a considerably higher level than that of the interior openings, the object no 
doubt being by this means to throw the light down into the interior of the nave. These 
outer windows consist for the most part of five lancet-shaped openings arranged so as to 
fit into a semicircle, each lancet diminishing in size as it is further from the centre. 

The semicircular form, as above remarked, is no indication of date in Scottish work. 

The sill of the clerestory in the nave is about 2 feet higher than that in the transept 
and choir. 
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PLATE XV. 

A FEW of the carved caps in the clerestory above referred to. Some of these are not 
very accessible, and are necessarily sketched from a distance. 
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PLATE XVI. 

A SKETCH of the north front of the north transept. The entrance doorway is much 
destroyed and decayed. The large window above has its tracery more damaged than the 
windows of the choir, but it has apparently been of a somewhat similar design. The 
window in the upper story has evidently been repaired at a late date, when Gothic 
architecture was little understood. Other portions of the structure in the transept, such 
as the north-west window and wall adjoining, have also undergone repair at a late period, 
as is apparent from the nature of the mouldings and masonry. The angle turret contains 
a wheel stair (now much broken) which led to a passage in the wall at the level of the 
large north window, and also to the passage which runs round at the clerestory level. 
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PLATE XVII. 

A SKETCH of the interior of the south end of the south transept, showing also the east 
aisle and the south arch of the crossing. The high door which led from the stair in the 
south transept to the dormitory over the chapter-house is visible on the right, as well 
as the lower door to the chamber next the chapter -house (which may have been the 
sacristy). A portion of the clerestory arcade and passage is also seen, showing how simple 
and effective that demolished feature was in the transept and choir. Above this is the 
remaining portion of a rose window which was cut into by the apex of a gable, which we 
may assume had been carried up at a late date over the chapter-house and dormitory. 
Little respect is shown by this alteration for the beautiful work of an earlier period, and 
corresponds well with the clumsy repairs on the upper window of the north gable. 

In this sketch is seen the general effect of the east aisle of south transept, and of the 
piers and arch of the crossing, the details of the former of which are given in Plate XVIII. 
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PLATE XVIII. 

The plan and the longitudinal and transverse sections and details of the east aisle of 
the south transept. This is the only portion of the ediiice in which the vaulting has 
been preserved. The details correspond with those of the choir windows, and are all of 
a rather coarse character, as shown in the sketches. Unfortunately they have been very 
much broken and damaged. The section of the scoinson moulding and shaft, and the profile 
of the caps (so far as these can be followed) are similar to those in the choir. The 
vaulting ribs are heavy and not well fitted. These details all point to the work being of a 
comparatively late date. 
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PLATE XIX. 

A VIEW of the south transept aisle from the north end, in which all the features described 
in the previous plate are seen in perspective. It will be observed that the groining of the 
vault is clumsily constructed, the portion on the side next the windows being very low, 
while the opposite portion is kept high so as to suit the main arcade of the transept. The 
transverse ridge rib, which would have been very much sloped, is therefore omitted, although 
a longitudinal ridge rib is employed. In the centre of each vault there is a boss in the form 
of a shield. That in the southern vault contains a coat of arms very much decayed. The 
charge seems to be two pastoral staves in saltire, with a mitre in chief, and three mullets 
in base. It would thus appear to be the arms of Maxwell of Kirkconnel.^ A ribbon above 
contains a motto, now illegible. It was read by Grose as " Christus Maritus mens," but 
subsequent investigators make it " Chus tim o' nid " (Choose time of need). 

^ We have to thank Mr. R. C. Walker, Dundee, for this information. 
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PLATE XX. 

A PICTURESQUE view of the Abbey from the cloister garth. An arch-way now stands 
detached in the garth, but was formerly attached to the wall of the old parish church (see 
sketch in the Riddell MS., ix. 123). It has apparently, in recent times, been made up 
with some of the old stones from the monastic buildings. 

There is a niche over the doorway, having a shield on each side, the arms on which are 
obliterated. A carving, said to represent Christ and the woman of Samaria, is also built 
into this structure. 
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DUNDEENNAN ABBEY 



DUNDKENNAN ABBEY 

The ruins of this Abbey stand in a quiet sequestered glen about seven 
mUes east from tbe town of Kirkcudbright. 

The monastery occupied a level holm on the west side of a small stream 
called the Abbey Burn, which falls into' the Sol way about two miles to the 
southward. The site is enclosed on all sides with hills, and the roads 
leading out of the valley are very steep, so that the_ Abbey and village 
of Dundrennan are somewhat buried from view, and can only be seen on 
close approach (Plate I.) 

There seems to be little of the history of the Abbey and its occupants 
preserved, beyond the names of some of its Abbots. The monastery was 
founded in 1142 either by David I. or his friend Fergus, Lord of Galloway. 
It was colonised by Cistercian monks from Eievaulx Abbey in Yorkshire, 
and the establishment seems to have been well endowed. 

In the 16th century the Abbey and its estates passed into the hands 
of commendators, the last of those Abbots being Edward Maxwell, who 
sheltered Queen Mary within the monastery during the last night she spent 
in Scotland before embarking on the following day from the Abbey burn- 
foot for England. 

The Abbey lands were largely feued and alienated by the last Abbot. 
He died in 1605, after which event the monks are believed to have left the 
monastery. Here, as at the Abbey of Sweetheart, Lord Herries, although 
ordered by the Lords of the Congregation to demolish the structure, refused 
to do so. 

The Abbey church was used as the parish church till 1742, after which 
period it was allowed to fall into ruin, and became a quarry for building 
materials for the walls and houses of the neighbourhood. In 1838 the late 
Lord Selkirk endeavoured to protect and clean out the ruins, and repaired 
several portions which had fallen. In 1841 the structure passed into the 

I 
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hands of the Government, when considerable expenditure was incurred in 
restoring and rebuilding portions of the walls and piers, and the ruins are 
now well protected and cared for. 

The Abbey as it now stands (Plate II.) consists of portions of the choir 
and nave of the church, which are both much destroyed, and of the north 
and south transepts, which are better preserved. The cloister garth also 
remains, with the ruins of the chapter-house on the east side, a series of 
vaulted chambers on the west side, and a few remains of walls and a doorway 
on the south side. 

The choir, which is 26 feet wide, is without aisles. Its eastern wall has 
been demolished, but the length of the choir has been ascertained by 
excavation to have been 48 feet. 

The clerestory has had three wide round-headed windows on each side 
(Plate III.), with triple vaulting shafts between them supported on simple 
corbels (Plate V.) In the south wall are the remains of a double piscina, 
with trefoil arches, which is probably a late insertion (Plate XIII. ), but it is 
so broken that its details can with difficulty be determined. 

There are also three arches in the same wall indicating the position of a 
triple sedilia, but the arches are built up and the sedilia destroyed (Plate 
XIII.) Two doors have been inserted in recent times in the north and 
south walls near the crossing. The arch of the door in the south wall is 
made up with pieces of an arcade which formerly belonged to the cloisters. 

A large portion of the north wall of the choir, which was broken down 
at the time of Grose's visit, was rebuilt by the Earl of Selkirk. 

The nave, which was about 130 feet in length, had north and south aisles. 
It comprised eight bays, with seven piers, but these are now almost entirely 
demolished, only small portions of some of the piers with their bases being 
preserved (Plate IV.) Portions of the western responds with their bases 
are also preserved, and it is remarkable that the section of the north-west 
respond is different from that of the south-west respond and the piers. 

The piers are of an early first pointed section; the shafts being all 
attached, and the four angle shafts having a pointed profile, while the inter- 
mediate shafts are rounded. The bases are also of good first pointed design. 

The nave measured 62 feet in width from north to south, including the 
aisles, but the latter and the outer side walls have almost entirely dis- 
appeared. Only a small portion of the north wall which retains its first 
pointed base (Plate V.) is preserved, while the south wall adjoining the 
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cloister has been rebuilt to a height of about 4 or 5 feet. It contains two 
entrance doors to the nave. Of these portions of the original eastern 
doorway to the cloister are preserved, and show first pointed work. 

The west wall of the nave has contained three entrance doorways. 
Two of these have been built up in the reparations of this century, which 
include also a considerable rebuilding of the outer face of this wall. The 
central doorway still remains, and has been restored and put in good 
repair (Plate V.) The details indicate transition work, the shafts being 
detached. The old abaci are round, those of the restoration are square. 
The amount of small nail-head and other ornament is peculiar. 

The transepts are the best preserved portions of the structure (Plate 
III.) Each consists of three bays, and each has an eastern aisle. The 
total length of the transept is 110 feet from north to south over the 
crossing, and the width including the eastern aisle is about 43^ feet. This 
part of the edifice is distinctly transitional in style (Plate VI.) The north 
doorway (Plate Y.) is round-arched, and the detached shafts, with their caps 
and arch mouldings, are of Norman character. 

The windows in the north and west walls are tall and round-arched, and 
have very simple mouldings. In the west wall there are two windows in 
the height, the upper window forming the clerestory. On the east side of the 
transept the interior elevation (Plate VII.) shews a main arcade with a 
triforium above it, the openings of which are difi'erent in the north and 
south transepts. Above the triforium is the clerestory containing round- 
headed windows, similar to those in the west and north walls, but cut short 
by the introduction of the triforium. 

A passage at the level of the triforium goes round the west and north 
sides in the thickness of the wall (Plate II.) A passage was also provided 
along the east side under the roof of the aisle; while a passage in the 
thickness of the wall similar to that in the north and west walls of the 
transept is visible in the choir. The westmost windows of the choir 
appear to have been built up to a sufficient height to cover in the end of 
the aisle roof (Plate VIII.) 

All trace of the central tower over the crossing has disappeared, but the 
angle piers on the north-east and south-east of the crossing still survive 
(Plate VIII.) The arch from the transept into the north aisle of the nave 
is also yet preserved. Some portions of the piers on the west side of the 
crossing remain (Plate IV.), but they have been altered and added to in the 
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restorations above referred to. A niche or triple shaft and canopy or 
corbel may be seen at a high level in the north-west pier (Plate VIII.) 

The cloister square measures about 103 feet in each direction. The 
cloister walk has entirely disappeared, but there are some traces of an 
arcade which ran along the interior walls of the walk and the corbels 
which supported it. The corbels (Plate XII.) seem to have been reinserted 
in the walls when it was rebuilt in 1842, and the trefoil arcade is partly 
so treated and partly lies in fragments against the south wall of the nave, 
together with some other moulded fragments to be afterwards referred to. 

The entrance front of the chapter-house (Plate IX.) forms one of the 
most beautiful portions of the edifice. It contains a large central doorway 
and two side windows or openings, all of elaborate workmanship of the 
first pointed period (Plates IX., X., and XI.) The chapter-house has been 
vaulted with three arches in the width, and four bays in the length from 
east to west. Its length internally was 51 feet 6 inches, and its width 
34 feet, and the vault rested on six piers, of which four stumps only 
remain. The piers (Plate XIII.) are 16|- inches in diameter, and have 
eight equal attached shafts or mouldings with fillet on edge. The bases 
are in situ and one of the caps is amongst the above detached fragments 
(Plate XIII.) 

Adjoining the chapter-house on the north, and between it and the south 
waU of the transept, there is an apartment 24 feet long by 11 feet 6 inches 
wide, which may have been the sacristy. 

Above the chapter-house there was an upper story, some parts of the 
wall of which still remain, but which was in a much completer condition 
in Grose's time. This doubtless contained the scriptorium and dormitories, 
as is the case in most of the other abbeys. The entrance staircase was as 
usual from the south transept, but the part of the south transept waU which 
contained the high doorway has been demolished. There are, however, 
indications, in the lower part of the south wall of the transept, of the wall 
which supported the straight flight of steps leading up to the dormitories. 

To the east of the chapter-house may have stood the fratry, as is still 
the case for example at Pluscardine Priory. A plain octagonal pillar which 
survives in this quarter may have carried a vault similar to that which 
yet remains at the above edifice. A capital of octagonal form which may 
have belonged to above shaft is preserved in the nave. 

The remainder of the foundations of walls which occur at the south- 
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east angle of the cloister garth cannot now be assigned to any special portion 
of the monastic buildings. 

These foundations extend for a considerable distance to the south-east, 
and probably some excavation might disclose the arrangement and use of the 
buildings they belonged to.^ 

The refectory probably extended along the south side of the cloister, 
but the erections here have almost entirely disappeared. There is a 
doorway with pointed arch 4 feet 6 inches wide close to the south-west 
angle (Plate XIII.), which has shafts with moulded caps on the north 
side, and is plain and circular on the south side. This may have been the 
inner doorway of a passage leading to the cloister from the exterior. 

The stores or apartments on the west side of the cloister garth are all 
vaulted with barrel vaults. They had doors to the cloisters, and some of 
them have windows and fireplaces in the exterior wall. A large part of 
the outer wall has been rebuilt in recent times. 

The main part of the structure of the Abbey church is undoubtedly 
of the transition period. The doorway, windows, buttresses, and other 
features of the greater part of the north transept and choir may almost 
be regarded as Norman in style, while the main arcade and triforium of 
the transept have a more advanced character, verging on first pointed. The 
nave is rather later in style, and the chapter-house is well advanced in 
the first pointed period. 

The most remarkable part of the edifice is the east side of the transept. 
The windows of the clerestory are the same in design as those of the 
remainder of the transept and the choir, but they are reduced in height 
by the introduction of the triforium above the string course which goes 
round the other sides below the sills of the upper windows. This string 
course is raised by three steps of about 10 inches each (Plate VII.) so 
as to make room for the arches of the main arcade — the first step is at 
the north-west angle of the transept, the second in the centre of the north 
wall, and the other in the north-east angle of the main walls. 

1 In the HtUton MS. Collection in the Advo- cation of its use. From the south-east angle 

cates' Library are preserved two sketch plans there extend eastwards "three vaults" (ap- 

furnished to General Hutton about 1813, which parently similar to those on the west side of the 

show the buildings at the south-east of the cloister cloister), and beyond them another large oblong 

garth as they then existed. An oblong structure structure extends to the south. The above 

of considerable size is shown projecting south buildings are all described as being ruinous at 

from the south-east angle, but there is no indi- the time mentioned. 
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There has evidently been some difficulty and hesitation about the 
introduction of the triforium. It looks as if it had been an afterthought. 

The clerestory windows seem to have been designed of the same height 
all round, but they had to be cut short to allow of the erection of the roof 
of the aisle on the outside, and the corresponding triforium arcade on the 
inside. In the choir the west clerestory windows (one on each side) have had 
to be built up, so as to close in the ends of the aisle roof, thus producing the 
appearance of an alteration. The difference of the design of the triforium 
arcade in the north and south transepts also indicates hesitation and 
uncertainty. These awkward arrangements are doubtless the result of the 
introduction of the pointed work in the aisle arcade and triforium, possibly 
after the original design had been completed on paper, and perhaps even 
partly carried out. The general plan and proportions of the structure 
would be at the first determined, and when it was resolved to introduce 
the eastern chapels, the arcade in the transept and the triforium would 
have to be made to fit in as best they could. Hence also may have 
arisen the extremely pointed and stilted character of the main arches in 
the transept arcade. 

The nave was apparently designed and carried out at a rather later 
date than the original choir and transept. The section of the main piers 
and bases is the same in the nave and the triforium arcade. It was 
probably considered desirable to keep the main arcade in the transepts 
of the same height as that of the nave, hence the high and very pointed 
character of that arcade. The chapter-house and other buildings in the 
cloister are clearly of later date, probably late thirteenth century. 

It is not quite clear whether the main divisions of the church were 
ever vaulted. Preparations were made in the choir and transept for 
vaulting, by the introduction of vaulting shafts carried on corbels, and 
some traces of vaults are visible in one or two places ; but except in the 
transept aisles (where parts of the vaults remain) the indications are not 
very distinct. 

The number of monuments preserved at Dundrennan is larger than that 
in any of the other abbeys in Galloway. Most of them are now placed 
in the recess of what was the northmost of the three entrance doors in 
the west end of the nave, which is now built up on the exterior. 

The three principal monuments which have been preserved are illustrated 
in Plate XIV. 
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These are known as tlie Abbot's, the Cellarer's, and the Nun's Monuments,' 
and the other existing monuments are described along with them. 

The two first of the above monuments were removed from the chapter- 
house in 1888. 

No. 1. The Abbot's Monument represents the full-length figure of a monk 
carrying a pastoral staff" in his left hand. The crook is of simple and bold 
design and is turned inwards. The right hand is extended across the body 
to the left side, where the hilt and guard of a dagger are seen. Above the 
right shoulder is a boldly relieved flower with six petals. The Abbot 
stands upon the small figure of a man clad only with a kind of kilt. The 
sharp point of the pastoral staff" rests on his head, and his left arm passes 
round the Abbot's right foot. The lower parts of the legs pass over the 
edge of the stone. From a wound in the right side the entrails protrude. 
The monument is evidently of considerable antiquity, but it is difficult to 
fix its date or to explain the significance of the sculptures. 

No. 2. The Cellarer's Stone, which as the sketch shows has been broken into 
several pieces, contains in low relief the effigy of a monk with hands crossed 
upon the breast. The feet rest on two nondescript animals with tails 
crossed and heads turned upwards. Out of their mouths issue two plants. 
That on the dexter side is said to be an olive tree (symbolising peace), and 
that on the sinister side an oak (symbolising strength). In the upper sinister 
corner a plain oblong represents a book, and there are over the head some in- 
distinct carvings which Mr. M'Conachie thus describes : " part of a com- 
posite flower and leaf, a sunk segment of a circle, and a star ; over these in 
the border is what may have been a cresset or crucible. In the angle on 
the sinister side are three leaves (olive) and a berry. Diagonally opposite is 
the figure of a bird like a raven falling dead." From these somewhat 
imperfect data, the following rather fanciful deductions are made : " The 
book, the star, etc., would seem to represent that he was learned in botany, 
geometry, astronomy, and alchemy. The dead bird in the one corner and 
the evergreen in the other may suggest death and immortality." 

The inscription which passes round the flat margin of the stone is beauti- 
fully carved in raised letters, and runs thus : " [Hie] jacet dopn pa[tricius 

1 A full description of these monuments is George M'Ooiiachie, JI. A., minister of the parish 

given in the account of the Abbey contained in of Eerrick, in which Dundremian Abbey is 

Harper's Rambles in Galloway (Fraser, Dalbeattie, situated, to whom we are indebted for assistance 

1896). This description was written by the Rev. and attention in connection with the edifice. 
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d]oglas quonda celleraris de dundrayna qui obbiit anno dni mcccclxxx 
orate p[ro eo]." 

Opposite the above is a well-preserved monument to Sir W. Livingston 
of Culter dated 1607. The description is in raised Roman letters, and there 
are two shields containing the arms of Livingston and Baillie of Lamington, 
the latter for his wife. 

No. 3. The Nun's Monument— a flat stone with figure carved in incised 
lines, and having an inscription on the flat margin all round. The stone has 
been a good deal broken, and the pieces were formerly (in Mr. Hutchison's 
time, 1857) put together so that the inscription was not intelligible. The 
monument has now been removed from the south transept to the west 
wall of the nave, and the pieces have been put together so that the folds 
of the drapery fit and the inscription although defective is rendered 
intelligible. It now reads as follows, the portions in brackets (which 
are wanting) being suggested by Mr. M'Conachie : " Hie jacet [in Jesu 
Sibylla qjuondam domina [0 or pr]chea[e quae o]biit ano d mccccxl " (Here 
rests in Jesus, Sybil, at one time Lady of Orchea, who died in the year of 
our Lord 1440). It is thought from the dress that the lady was a nun, 
probably the Lady of Orchardton, a property in the vicinity, and that 
the monument may have been brought here from the nunnery where she 
died. She is represented as standing on two dogs, the outlines of which 
are nearly obliterated. 

In fi:ont of the chapter-house window there is a stone which bears in 
Lombardic characters the following inscription : " "^ Frater . . . s de Blak- 
omor prior huiu[s] dom." 

In a semicircular recess in the north wall of the north transept (Plate 
VII.), and east from the door, lies what is believed to be the mutilated 
effigy of Alan, Lord of Galloway, the great-grandson of Fergus, one of the 
reputed founders of the Abbey. The face, arms, and legs are destroyed, 
but traces of chain armour are visible on the body, which is covered by 
a cloak. A belt surrounds the waist, and another crosses the right 
shoulder. The legs have been crossed. 

A corresponding recess on the west side of the door is supposed to have 
originally contained a monument to Lord Alan's spouse, but the arch has 
been altered to a pointed form, with mouldings of the seventeenth century, 
and under it is a stone to the memory of the spouse of Robert Bowis, 
minister of Rerrick, dated 1681. 
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S. Edmonston in 1854. 




Abbot of Dondrennan. 

A full-length figure of an Abbot, with a book in his right hand and the crozier in his left. 
At each side of the figure is a rose or cinquefoil. 

" SiGiLLUM Abbatis De Dvndraynan." 

From Lalng's Aiwient Scottish Seals, page 1 79. 

Engraved from a cast taken in the British Museum. 
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PLATE I. 

General View of the Abbey and its surroundings, from the south-west. 
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PLATE II. 

Plan of the Abbey Buildings. 
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PLATE III. 

A GENERAL View of the ruins from the west side of the cloister garth, showing the existing 
portions of the north and south transepts, choir, etc. The very acutely pointed arches 
of the main arcade of the transept, and the different style of the arches of the triforium in 
each transept are visible. The mode in which the triforium diminishes the height of the 
clerestory windows is also apparent, and the contrast may be observed between them and 
the long form of the clerestory windows in the surviving part of the north wall of the 
transept. 
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PLATE IV. 

Sections of piers, bases, and mouldings. 
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PLATE V. 
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PLATE V. 

Details of west doorway of nave, and north doorway of transept, etc. 
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WEST DOORWAY OF NAVE AND NORTH DOORWAY OF TRANSEPT. 
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PLATE VI. 

A VIEW of the exterior of north transept, showing the simplicity of the features of this 
early part of the structure. 
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PLATE VII. 

The longitudinal and transverse sections of the transept, showing the details of the capitals, 
triforium arches, corbels, etc. The profile of the caps of the main arcade is very peculiar. 
The other details are all of an early date. 
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PLATE VIII. 

A VIEW of the interior of the north transept with the eastern piers of the crossing, etc. 
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INTERIOR OF NORTH TRANSEPT, Ac, 
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PLATE IX. 
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PLATE IX. 

Plan, elevations, and details of west front of chapter-house (as completed originally). 

The plan shows the carefully considered arrangement of the shafts and mouldings, 
and the elevation shows one-half the exterior and one-half the interior of the design. 
The side openings are remarkable for the number of nail-head ornaments introduced, 
there being a row of them between every moulding. The five-lobed cusping of the inner 
arch of the doorway is remarkable, and is enriched with a running ornament of foliage, 
now much weather-worn. 
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PLATE X. 
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PLATE X. 

View of exterior of west wall of chapter-house as it now stands. 
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PLATE XL 



PLATE XL 

View of interior of west wall of chapter-house, as it now stands, allowing the remains of 
the vaulting, and portions of two of the vaulting piers. 
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PLATE XII. 

Dktails of ornamental panels in spandrels over side openings of chapter-house, and corbels 
of arcade in cloisters. 
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PLATE XIII. 
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PLATE XIII. 

Details of doorway in south wall of cloisters and of the sedilia and piscina in choir, 
aumbry in aisle of south transept, and pier of chapter-house. The cap of this pier is 
lyina; in the nave. 
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PLATE XIV. 

Monuments. 

1. The Abbot's Monument. 

2. The Cellarer's Monument. 

3. The so-called Nun's Monument. 
Descriptions of these have already been given. 
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PLATE XV. 

Plan and Elevation of Ruined Screen. 

A NUMBER of fragments carved with Gothic mouldings are placed loosely against the south 
wall of the nave. These are partly portions of an elevation and partly soffits. As the 
former are all similar in form and contain the spandrels of arches of similar design, they 
naturally suggest that they have belonged to a monument or some erection of that 
description. Each of the elevation stones contains the top of a plain round shaft on which 
the arch mouldings die away on each side, and each stone also comprises the halves of two 
trefoiled arches, one springing to the right and one to the left from above the shaft. The tre- 
foiled arches are moulded on the edge and have a circular moulding inscribed in the spandrel 
between them. Two of these circles (A) are ornamented with a pattern having scrolls and 
foliage, but the greater number (B) have a simple trefoil in the centre of the spandrel. 

The arcade has evidently consisted of a double series of arches with a space between 
them. This is apparent from the shape of the soffit stones, a number of which survive. 
These are in single stones 2 feet 8 inches by 1 foot 9 inches, and exactly fit the space 
included in each arch. The soffit is flat and is ornamented with raised level cross ribs, like 
a groined vault, with a carved boss in the centre. Nothing remains to show liow the space 
in the soffit extending across between the shafts was filled in. The back of the arch stones 
is quite plain, and may have been lined with cloth. Each has a raised rib in the centre. 

As seven of these arches would span the choir, it is suggested that they may possibly be 
the remains of a rood screen which separated the choir from the transept. 
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THE CONVENT AND COLLEGE OF LINCLUDEN, 
KIRKCUDBEIOHTSHIEE 

The ruins of this edifice are situated on the summit of a high bank which, 
at the north end of the buildings, slopes downward to the small stream of 
the Cluden, near its junction with the Nith. The latter stream winds 
round the College grounds to the eastward, enclosing a singular conical, 
wooded mound, which overlooks the church within a few yards of its south- 
east comer. 

The history of Lincluden, as a religious establishment, is divided into 
two periods; the first began about 1164, lasting for some 235 years, till 
1399, and the second period endured from that date till the dissolution 
of the monasteries in 1559, or about 160 years. The history of the 
establishment may be told in a brief space. 

It was founded by Huchtred, or Uchtred, "son of Fergus," 
Lord of Galloway, about the year 1164, as a house of Benedictiue, or 
Black Nuns. Little of its history during its occupation as a nunnery is 
preserved. The name of only one of the abbesses is known, that of the 
Lady Alianore, who swore fealty to Edward I. in 1296. It is supposed 
that Lincluden was a comparatively small establishment, numbering only 
about 25 sisters ; but it seems probable that they were well provided 
for.^ 

The house was in the diocese of Whithorn, of which Christian was 
Bishop at the date of its founding. Of the buildings belonging to the first 
period no portion now exists, with the exception of a few traces of the nave 
of the church and some moulded stones. 

The second period of its history begins shortly before the year 1400, 
when Archibald the Grim, Third Earl of Douglas and Lord of Galloway, 

^ Ghronicles of Lmcluden, by Wm. M'Dowall, p. 23. 
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converted the convent into a collegiate establishment for a provost and 
twelve canons. Such colleges for secular priests were then beginning to 
be erected in Scotland in preference to abbeys and convents for monks 
and nuns. What this Earl did in the way of building is not known, except 
that he is stated to have erected a tomb in the College to the memory of 
his father, the Good Sir James.^ 

Archibald the Grim died at Thrieve Castle at a great age, in 1400-1, and 
was succeeded by his son, Archibald, the Fourth Earl (known as Tyne- 
man). The latter married Margaret, daughter of King Eobert III. and his 
Queen, Annabella Drummond, and it is probably to him and his Countess 
that we owe the principal buildings now remaining at Lincluden. He 
was the " renowned Douglas " of Shakespeare's King Henry IV. In 
1424 he went to France with a large force to assist Charles VII. in his 
war with the English. After engaging in several battles he was created 
Marshal of France and Duke of Touraine on 19th April, and was slain at 
the battle of Verneuil on 17th August, all in the same year. He, along with 
his son, Sir James of Douglas, was buried in the Cathedral of Tours. His 
widow lived at the Castle of Thrieve till 1449-50,^ and was buried in the 
splendid tomb still remaining at Lincluden. 

Many of the provosts of Lincluden attained to considerable eminence 
both in church and state ; the first is said to have been named Elese,* 
and this is confirmed by a safe-conduct, dated 13th June 1404, granted by 
King Henry IV., to allow various gentlemen, among whom is "Elias, 
Provost of Linclowedane," to journey through England.* 

Alexander de Carnys was the second provost. He is referred to as 
Provost of Lincluden, in a document, dated 20th April 1408, by Henry IV., 
when that king, who held Douglas a prisoner, granted a protection to the 
provost, canons, and church of Lincluden ; and also in a charter dated in 
1413, the Earl calls him " Cancellarius noster."^ During his time "the 
community was considerably enlarged, so as to consist of eight pre- 
bendaries, twenty-four bedesmen, and a chaplain." ^ The building of the 
church, which was doubtless in progress under this provost, would 
necessarily be made of sufiicient size to suit the enlarged establishment. 

1 Chronicles of Lincluden, p. 56. at least January 1449-50. She is mentioned 

, .2 According to the Ghrunicles of Lincluden as deceased in September 1456. 
(p. 63) she died in 1440 ; but this is evidently ^ Oaledonia,i. 308 ; a.ni Chronicles of Lincluden, 

an error. In The Douglas Book, by Sir "William p. 54. * Chronicles of Lincluden, pp. 54, 55. 
Fraser, i. 396, she survived, it appears, till '' Ibid. p. 71. « jj^^ p_ 55_ 
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The provost was buried in the aisle known as Princess Margaret's 'Chapel, 
which was thus evidently erected before his death. ' There his tombstone, a 
slab of red sandstone, still lies, bearing the inscription — 

HIC JACET MAGISTER ALEXANDEE BE CARNYS. QUI ME CALCATIS 
PEDIBUS PRECE SUBVENIATIS.^ 

John Cameron, the third provost, was appointed by James I. in 1424.^ 
He became Bishop of Glasgow in 1425, and so continued till his death in 
1447. Bishop Cameron was a great builder, and added much to the 
Cathedral and Palace of Glasgow. The buildings at Lincluden were 
probably expedited during his provostship. 

John M'Gilhauok succeeded as the fourth provost. He was Kector of 
Parton and Secretary to the Princess Margaret, by this time the widowed 
Countess of Douglas, He was witness to a charter dated 1429, confirming 
the endowment of the Chapel by the Princess Margaret ^ to be noticed 
further on.* 

John Halyburton was the fifth provost. His arms are carved inside 
the chancel, with his initials (see Plate X-XV., Pig. 7). This seems to in- 
dicate that the work was still in progress in his time. 

John Winchester, the sixth provost, was an Englishman, He was 
elevated to the Bishopric of Moray in 1436-37, and died in 1458. His 
monument still exists in Elgin Cathedral.^ 

John Methven, the seventh provost, was Secretary of State in 1432. 
In 1438, along with other plenipotentiaries, he negotiated a peace with 
England. He died about 1444. 

James Lindsay of Covington was the eighth provost. He was appointed 
in 1449, in which, year, on 18th June at Stirling, and on 21st July at 
Linlithgow, he is witness to a charter, and is called Provost of Lincluden.® 
He was Keeper of the Privy Seal in 1463, and was witness to a charter, 
27th April 1467, as Provost of Lincluden,'^ 

In 1483 the provost was David Livingston, but whether he immediately 

1 Ye who tread on me with your feet 1459. Hist. MSS. Comm., 15th Report, A'p^endix, 
remember me with your prayers. ■ Part viii. p. 35. 

2 Glasgow Cathedral, by J. F. S. Gordon, ^Ecclesiastical Architecture of Scotland, ii. 
p. 196. 131, 341. 

2 Chronicles of Lincluden, p. 68. *> Hist.MSS. Comm., 15th Report, Appendix, 

* "John M'Gilhauek, chaplain," is witness Part viii. p. 64, and Part, ix. p, 10. 
to a deed in the Friars' Church of Dumfries in ^ Ihid. lAth Report, Appendix,. Part iii, p. 17. 
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succeeded Lindsay we have no information ; he is termed " Rector de Air 
and Provest of Lincluden " in that year,^ and was Keeper of the Privy Seal. 

According to Grose the succeeding provosts were, first, William Herries, 
and second, Provost Anderson, neither of whom are mentioned by M'Dowall, 
but a George Herries is mentioned by him in connection with the business 
of the College.^ 

The succeeding provost was Andrew Stewart, third son of Sir James 
Stewart, surnamed the Black Knight of Lorn ; his mother was Jane, the 
widow of James I. He succeeded in 1488, according to the Chronicles 
of Lincluden (p. 73), but according to Keith' he was provost in 1477. 
He was Bishop-elect of Moray in 1482, and rebuilt the chapter-house of 
Elgin Cathedral. He died in 1501. 

George Hepburn succeeded. He was uncle to the First Earl of Both- 
well, and was provost on 20th December 1502. He was elected Abbot 
of Arbroath in 1503-4, Bishop of the Isles in 1510, and fell at Flodden 
in 1513.* He evidently continued as provost after being elected Abbot of 
Arbroath, as on 3rd August 1505, James IV., on his pilgrimage to Whithorn, 
was received by Provost Hepburn at Lincluden. Building operations were 
going on, probably in connection with the domestic apartments, as the 
Lord Treasurer's Accounts show that the King then gave : " Item, to the 
Masonis of Linclowden, of drink-silver, xiiijs (14s.)." Provost Hepburn 
received the King again on the 3rd May of the following year. At both 
visits the accounts testify to the King's love of music by his donations to 
the " Menstrales in Linclowden " of 18s., and to the " piparis to pairt among 
them," 42s. The reference to the pipers is peculiarly interesting.^ 

The succeeding provost, according to M'Dowall (p. 73), was William 
Stewart. Keith says (p. 121) he was made Lord Treasurer and Provost 
of Lincluden in 1530, — so that there must have been an interval when there 
was no provost, or there must have been a provost between Hepburn and 
Stewart whose name is not known. The latter was elected Bishop of 
Aberdeen in 1532, and died in 1545. His arms were carved on the great 
staircase of the College. (See Plate XXVIII., Fig. C). There is a "Bull 
of Absolution by Pope Clement VII. (Julius de Medici), in favour of William 
Stewart, provost of the church of St. Mary the Virgin of Lynclowden, of 

^ Transactions of the Historical Society of Great ^ Keitli's Scottish Bishops, p. 145. 

Britain, 1872, p. 520. * Ibid. p. 305. 

2 Chronicles of Lincluden, p. 74. 5 Chronicles of Lincluden, p. 92. 
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Glasgow diocese, to whom the Bull is directed. The Pope states that he 
intended to appoint him to be Bishop of the Church of Aberdeen, and in 
case he were bound by any sentences, censures, or ecclesiastical pains, he 
absolves him from any sentences or pains of excommunication, suspension, 
and interdict, in order that the provision foresaid might take effect. 
Given at Kome, at St. Peter's, Id. Novembris (13th) 1532." ^ 

The next provost was George Marischall, who held the office for three 
years, and is referred to as provost in a charter of 1546. On his death 
he was succeeded by Egbert Douglas, seventh son of Sir James Douglas 
of Drumlanrig. He was the last provost, although he had a successor (so 
called) William Douglas, who ultimately became First Earl of Queensberry. 

Robert Douglas, perceiving the approach of the Reformation, disposed 
of the lands of the College to suit his own purposes, and in consequence 
had numerous disputes with his Chapter. He appears, however, to have 
kept the buildings in repair, and to have upheld "the ornaments and 
vestments," as is shown by charters of 1553 and 1558. Robert Douglas is 
mentioned in the "Buke of Inventoure" of Sir James Douglas, of Drumlanrig, 
in 1578, as Provost of Lincluden.^ He was still provost in 1593, and on the 
2nd May of that year he calls himself " coUectour generall to our soverane 
lord, and donatour to his Majestie, in and to the escheit guidis of Williame 
erle of Angus." ^ 

The last Mass was celebrated in the College in 1585. It continued to 
be occupied as a mansion-house " far into the seventeenth century." * 

In 1640 Lincluden,. Carlaverock, and Thrieve were in possession of 
Robert, Tenth Lord Maxwell and First Earl of Nithsdale, and were held by 
him in the interests of Charles I. 

The two latter structures underwent regular sieges, and in a petition by 
Robert, the Second Earl, to Charles II., asking for compensation for losses 
sustained by his father, he mentions that for about eleven months he had 
to sustain upwards of 300 men in these castles, besides being at great 
expense for arms and munition, and that he only gave in when resistance 
was no longer possible, and when ordered by the King. He goes on to 
say that the besiegers " did plunder your petitioner's houses of Carlaurock, 
Dumfries, College, and Trave, not leaving anything therein, and did 

^ Hist. MSS. Comm., 15th Report, Appendix, * Hist. MSS. Comm., lith Eepmt, Appendix, 

Part viii. p. 73. Part iii. p. 89. 

2 Ibid. p. 5. * M'Dowall, p. 160. 
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dismantle and rase the forsayds houses," etc. All this contrary to the 
terms of, capitulation.^ 

. . When the foregoing raid took place the College was used as a, mansion- 
house, and this raid appears to have been the last incident in the living 
history of the place. From that time forward it was left to ruin and decay. 
Probably a memorandurn, dated Terregles, 5th May 1801/ tells its melan- 
choly story for the next century and a half: "It is said that the neigh- 
bouring heritors at the college, and others, are carrying away the stones 
from that building, and are pulling down the walls." The buildings lay 
buried in their own ruins to a depth of 2 or 3 feet till 1882, when Captain 
Maxwell of Terregles, the proprietor, had them carefully cleared out, and 
the whole ground plan, so far as left, was thus revealed. As the result of 
these excavations it was found that the north side of the original nave 
of the nunnery of the twelfth century had continued in use along with 
the later buildings of the College, the ruins of which only are now standing. 
From a plan prepared by Mr. Barbour, architect, Dumfries, when the 
excavations were going on, some of the details of the nave, as then brought 
to light, are given (Plate I.).^ 

The buildings of the College formed a triangular court, having the 
church on the south side, the dwelling of the provost and prebendaries on 
the east side, and other domestic structures on the west side, and perhaps 
on the north side also. The church consisted of a nave with aisles, an aisle- 
less chancel, and a south chapel. 

The chancel, which is the principal part of the edifice now left, is 
entered from the nave through a solid Eood Screen of stone, and, although a 
building of small size, has a very charming and dignified aspect. Enough 
of the mutilated tracery of the east window remains to suggest what it 
must once have been, while the magnificent tomb of the Princess Margaret 
rivets the attention with its rich details, weather-worn indeed, but still, on 
the whole, wonderfully preserved. Fronting the latter, on the south side, 
on a scale of equal richness, are the finely carved, but much defaced, 
sedilia- and piscina. These elaborate features, and other details connected 
with the groined roof, now vanished, the massive solidity of the masonry, 

1 Book of Garlaverock, by Sir. Wm. Fraser, papers to the Transactions of the Dumfries and 
i. 378. ■ , GaHoMiaj/zSoaeii/on the Architecture of Lincludeli, 

2 Ibid. p. xxxii. see vol. 1885 ; and we have to thank him for, 
8 Mr. Barbour has communicated valuable permission to avail ourselves of his discoveries. 
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and its beautiful reddish colour, all cause the visitor to feel that this has 
been a church which in beauty, fitness of design, and scale of decoration, 
was suited to have been a worthy adjunct to some great cathedral or 
mighty abbey, and to have deserved a better fate than has befallen it. 

The monument in the chancel is distinctly the leading feature in the 
church, and one or two points in reference to it may be referred to in 
conclusion. There seems every reason to believe that it was erected during 
the lifetime of Archibald, the Fourth Earl, and that it was intended to serve 
as his place of sepulture as well as that of the Princess. The sarcophagus 
was made of a width suitable for the effigies of both lying side by side, 
and the heraldry of the tomb as well as the conspicuous position assigned 
to the cups on it all favour this view. The cups were undoubtedly 
symbolical of his office of Panitarius Scotiae, which the Earl inherited from 
his father, who had succeeded to it on his marriage about 1362 with 
Johanna, Lady Bothwell, the widow of Sir Thomas Murray of Bothwell, 
the previous holder of the office. This symbol, though eminently suitable 
for representation on what was intended to be the tomb of the Earl, would, 
of course, be quite out of place on a tomb intended for the Princess alone. 
As the relationship of the lady just mentioned to Sir Thomas Murray is 
almost invariably misrepresented, it may be well here to state what that 
relationship actually was. It has been assumed that because the lady was 
the heiress of Sir Thomas Murray that she must have been his daughter. 
This was not, however, the case, as she was the daughter of Maurice Murray, 
Earl of Strathearn, by his wife, Johanna of Menteith, and was married to 
Sir Thomas Murray of Bothwell. Paternally, however, she was related to 
her husband, and at the time of her decease appears to have been his 
nearest surviving blood relation. 

The tomb would appear to have been erected between 1409 and 1424. 
The arms of Annandale is the first coat represented on the base of the 
tomb, and although the lands had previously been attached by the Douglas 
family, it was only in 1409 that a charter of the lordship was granted to 
the Earl. This fixes the earliest possible date of its erection. 

Again, if our assumption is correct that the tomb was intended for both 
the Earl and the Princess, it must have been erected before his death, which 
occurred at the battle of Verneuil, on 17th August 1424, and his subsequent 
burial in the Cathedral of Tours. This latest date is further confirmed by 
there being no armorial reference to his Duchy of Touraine among all the 

p 
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wealth of heraldry on the tomb. The Princess Margaret was buried in it 
before 1450. 

In the inscription on the back of the monument there is no reference to 
the Princess Margaret's French title of Duchess of Touraine, and in the 
circumstances this appears quite natural. After her husband's death she 
bore the title, and her son Archibald, Fifth Earl of Douglas, and Earl of 
Wigtown, took the arms and title of the duchy, although the title of Duke 
" was not officially given to him in Scotland." Neither the Princess nor her 
son derived any benefit from the French duchy, and after his death in 1439, 
and the death of her two grandsons in the year following, the Princess 
Margaret addressed a letter to Charles VII., King of France between 1447 
and 1450, "claiming her terce out of the Duchy of Touraine, and its rents 
and revenues for the time past and future." She begs " a good and speedy 
answer to her prayer, as the rights she asked had been dearly bought by her 
with the blood of her husband and her children in the French King's service." 
Charles, who was misled by a report that the second Duke, her son, 
had died in Scotland, had bestowed the duchy on Louis of Anjou, 
King of Sicily, replied to the Princess Margaret that " the grant 
was made to the heirs-male of the body of her husband," and " that 
the duchy could not pass to any collateral heir, or other person, while no 
arrears could be claimed, because by the law the duchy had reverted to the 
Crown on the death of the First Duke, and had remained in his (the King's) 
hands during the life of the Earl of Wigtown (the Second Duke) seeing that 
Earl had never done homage to him for the duchy, which the nature of 
that appanage, and the conditions under which it was given, required he 
should do." The King expressed his grief for the death of Douglas, and 
his aflfection for the House : " but," he adds, " the fortunes of war must be 
accepted as God is pleased to send them." ^ 

The Princess Margaret, dying immediately after this correspondence, it 
is not difficult to understand why the title " Duchess of Touraine " is not 
engraved on her tomb. 

The chapel forming the south transept was founded by the Princess 
in pious remembrance of her husband, his father, and her ancestors. She 
suitably endowed it, and her charter of endowment was confirmed by King 
James I. in 1429.^ 

^ The Douglas Book, i. 388, 396, 409, 463; ii. 589 ; iii. xcv. 
^ Chronicles of Lincluden, p. 67. 
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There is a remarkable resemblance between the sacristy door of 
Lincluden and the clerestory windows of Eosslyn/ and in this connection 
we may recall the circumstance that William, Earl of Orkney and Lord 
Sinclair, married Elizabeth, daughter of Archibald, Fourth Earl of Douglas, 
and this marriage must have taken place while Lincluden and Rosslyn were 
building. The arms of the Lady Elizabeth are sculptured in the under 
chapel of Eosslyn. She died in 1452. 

We may also draw attention to the sacristy doorway at Bothwell Church 
as having similar details.^ 



^ Ecclesiastical Architecture of Scotland, iii. 174. 



2 Ibid, ii 535. 








Lincluden College. 

From a drawing in the Riddell Collection (vol. ix.) in the Library of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, 
entitled "The South-East Prospect of Lincluden. Taken upon the spot, by Francis Grose, Esq., upon 
the 21st of April 1789." We have to thank the Council of the Society for permission to give this 
drawing. 




James Lwdsay, Provost op Lincluden. 

A very pretty seal, but partly broken. Within a Gothic niche a figure of the Virgin, with 
a royal crown and nimbus, sitting with the infant Jesus in her arms. In the lower part of the 
seal is a shield bearing a fess cheque, and in base a mascle. The inscription is quite lost. 
A.D. 1463. 



From Laing's Ancient Scottish Seals, p. 193. 
Engraved from a cast taken in the British Museum. 
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PLATE I. 

Ground plan of all that is left of the College buildings. The church, which occupies 
the south side, comprised a nave of four bays with north and south aisles. Princess 
Margaret's Chapel occupies the position of a south transept. The aisleless chancel of 
three bays is of about the same width as the nave. The dimensions of the church within 
the walls are as follows : — 



Length of nave .... 


56 feet. 


Width of central aisle of nave . 


20 feet. 


Width between walls, including the aisles 


45 feet. 


Length of chancel 


44 feet. 


Width of chancel . ' . 


19 feet 7 inches 


Total length of church . 


103 feet. 



A sacristy, vaulted in two bays, enters from the north side of the chancel, and the floor 
is down a few steps. The eastern range of buildings contains five apartments, and extends 
northwards about 88 feet, measuring from the outside of the north aisle of nave. The 
northern part of this range and the octagonal tower on the west side are believed to have 
been built by Provost Stewart. Of the western range of buildings, nothing except some 
foundations were discovered during the excavation of 1882. As shown by Mr. Barbour, 
this range contained the dormitory, the foundation of the night stair being discovered in 
the north aisle. There is nothing to indicate how the cloister garth was enclosed on the 
north side, but the garth probably measured about 60 feet from east to west, by about 90 
feet from north to south. 

The north arcade of the nave appears to have formed part of the church of the first 
period of the history of Lincluden, the respond at the east end is perhaps of the 13 th 
century, while the base of the next pier found by Mr. Barbour appears to be of still earlier 
date. 
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GROUND PLAN. 
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PLATE II. 

Section across the chancel, which is represented as restored. It is about 31 feet 
6 inches high to the top of the vaulted roof. Only the lower courses of the ribs which 
have level beds remain. The wall ribs are finished throughout, and the beginnings of 
all the horizontal ridge ribs remain, and everything points to the conclusion that the 
building was intended to be groin-vaulted. In one instance one of the rib mouldings is 
not wrought through but is left in block unfinished (see Plate IX.), which might lead to 
the inference that the groining was never completed, but on the other hand the number of 
fragments of ridge ribs lying about the place seems to point to an opposite conclusion. 

Over the groined roof there was an upper chamber covered with a pointed barrel vault ; 
this vault was strengthened with strong splayed ribs, measuring about 12f inches in depth 
by 17| inches in breadth. The chamber was probably not unlike what is shown in the 
drawing. 

It was lighted by a square-headed window in the east gable, and was reached by the 
wheel stair shown on the plan (Plate I. ) adjoining the transept chapel, over which there was 
also an upper chamber. 

It is evident that there was a timber floor in this upper chamber, as the corbels for 
supporting it still remain. The stone covering to the roof shown on this drawing, with the 
parapet wall and the finials to the buttresses, are all conjectural. These were doubtless 
intended originally, but in Grose's and Pennant's drawings the roofs are shown as covered 
with thatch. 

It will be seen from Plate IX. how much of the window tracery remains — that is, just as 
much as is built into the arch, and will hang. These fragments, with the reprises at the 
sill of the four mullions, enable a fair restoration of the window to be arrived at. 

The section of the jambs and arches of the east window, and of all the windows in 
the College, except those of the Princess Margaret's Chapel, are alike, and are the same 
on the inside and outside, the tracery being placed in the centre of the wall. There are 
hood mouldings both inside and outside. 
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■HE TRACERY OF THE EAST WINDOW & THE ROOFS RESTORED. 
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PLATE III. 

Enlarged plan of the east end of the chancel, showing the east window, the tomb, the 
piscina and sedilia, with the lines of the groined vaulting. 
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PLATE IV. 

View of the ruins from the cloister garth looking towards the south-east. On the right 
hand are seen the two remaining windows of the south aisle of the nave. In the centre is 
Princess Margaret's Chapel, and the east respond of the nave arcade. Adjoining the latter 
is the rood screen, with the arch over it, and the gable wall above. This wall shows how 
completely the chancel and nave were separated from each other. Towards the left hand 
is the north wall of the chancel, with its small high windows. There has been a high roof 
abutting against this wall, which must clearly have been an alteration, as it enclosed the high 
windows just referred to ; below will be observed the vaults of the sacristy. Beyond is the 
great mass of masonry which closes in the back of the tomb of the Princess Margaret. 
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PLATE V. 
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PLATE V. 

General view of the ruins from the conical mound already referred to as overlooking the 
College on the south-east. On the extreme right is seen the very ruinous remains of the 
provosts' and prebendaries' lodging. 



PLATE VI. 
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PLATE VI. 

View of part of the exterior of the south side of the chancel, with- the staircase turret 
and the east window of the Princess Margaret's Chapel. This shows the ornamental 
carving of the cornice and the peculiar form of the buttresses, which are without a set- 
off in the height. 
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PLATE VII. 

Exterior view of the Princess Margaret's Chapel from the south-west. This chapel differs 
in some of its features from the rest of the church. The buttresses are placed angle-wise ; 
the window jambs have a double splayed section, instead of the single great hollow of 
the other windows, and the south one has a low centred outer arch, with an ordinary 
pointed arch for the tracery. Each of the two windows had three lights. 

The exterior of the nave aisle windows is also seen, and the east end of the south wall 
of the chancel. 
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PLATE VIII. 

View of the chancel from the north-east, showing the great east window and the square- 
headed window above it, for lighting the upper chamber. It likewise shows the great 
mass of masonry which encloses the tomb on the exterior, and which also served as a 
buttress. 

The wall ribs of the sacristy, with the door leading to the chancel, are seen low down. 
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PLATE IX. 

View of the chancel looking towards the east. It shows the lower portions of the groined 
roof which are executed, and the preparations for the vault and floor of the upper chamber, 
and how the Princess Margaret's tomb curtails the width of the eastmost window in the 
north wall, also the sacristy door, and on the south wall the sedilia and piscina. Beneath 
the east window there remain the corbels for supporting tl;e altar table, and also a carved 
corbel on the window-sill. Part of the pavement of the chancel still remains in situ. In 
the foreground is seen the entrance to a tomb constructed after the Reformation. 
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INTERIOR OF CHANCEL, LOOKING EAST. 
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PLATE X. 

The south-west angle of the chancel, the inside of the rood screen, and the narrow two- 
light window in the south wall. Although the screen and wall connected with it are 
evidently of later design and construction than the chancel, it is evident that some structure 
was contemplated from the beginning. The vaulting shafts at the four corners of the chancel 
are all designed for angles (they are different in section from the intermediate shafts); 
it will be observed from their section (see Plate XVIII.) that the side cavetto is larger 
than the end cavetto. If the screen had not been intended, these corner shafts would have 
had a different section. The doorway of the screen is very plain on this side, and is 
constructed with a joggled horizontal arched lintel. The doorway to the rood loft has 
had some kind of landing for access from the stair, which has now disappeared. 
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PLATE XL 

View of the rood screen from the chancel and of the wall above it. 
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PLATE XII. 

View of the rood screen from the nave, with as much of the chancel as can be seen 
through the opening, and the south-east respond of the nave arcade. The doorway in 
the centre of the screen is 4 feet 11 inches wide by 7 feet 2 inches high, and has a 
horizontal lintel composed with radiating stones and curved at the ends. It appears to 
have been fitted with a wooden door or iron grating. On this side the screen is decorated 
with a richly carved cornice in two orders, — the upper order contained a series of perhaps 
twenty sculptures of angel figures each about 11 inches high, with small cherub heads 
between, somewhat in the style of those at the west doorway of Holyrood Abbey; the 
lower order consists of scenes from the life of Christ, of the same size as the upper 
order. These sculptures are sadly wasted : they are described further under Plate XVII. 

Over the doorway is the chancel arch of coarser and less refined details than those of the 
chancel, and rather resembling those of what we may suppose the south arcade of the 
nave to have been, judging from the respond pier and the start of the arch above. 

At the angle of the south arcade and the screen will be seen the remains of a vaulting 
shaft ; what this indicates is not quite clear, as there has been a considerable amount of 
alteration of the building here from first to last. 
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PLATE XIII. 

View of the interior of the Princess Margaret's Chapel, and the beginning of the south 
aisle wall of the nave, with the rood screen in sharp perspective. It is evident from the 
masonry on the left-hand side of the latter that the screen is an insertion. 

The windows of this chapel have been already described (see Plates VI. and VII.). 
The altar in the chapel stood under the east window ; the round arched piscina exists in 
a mutilated condition beneath the south window. 

The upper chamber over the chapel was at a lower level than that over the chancel, 
and it appears to have continued as far northwards as the line of the nave arcade, where 
a portion of its end wall is seen overhanging the respond. It was lighted by a double 
window in the south gable, which is furnished with stone seats and has a scoinson arch 
on the inside. This chamber appears to have had a timber roof. 

The stone sculptured with a thistle is a loose fragment lying, where it is shown, in 
the foreground. 
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PLATE XIV. 

Measured drawing of the tomb of the Princess Margaret, in which an attempt has been 
made to restore the broken tracery pendent from the arch. The inscription on the back 
of the tomb has the first line in French, and the remainder in Latin, and is as follows : — 

A L'AIDE : DE : DIEU. 

HIC JACET DNA MARGARETA REGIS SCOCIE FILIA QUODA 

COMITISSA DE DOUGLAS DNA GALLIVIDIE ET VALLIS ANADIE. 

The tomb is a very noble piece of architecture, and is an integral part of the original 
design and construction of the chancel. It measures about 11 feet in length by about 13 
feet 5 inches high. The front of the altar-tomb, which is about 4 feet high, is divided 
into nine panels, containing as many shields, bearing the following arms : — 

1. A sal tire and chief, for Annandale. 

2. A lion rampant crowned, for Galloway. 

3. Three stars, for Murray of Bothwell. 

4. A heart with three stars in chief, for Douglas. 

5. Much defaced, but may have been a lion rampant. 

6. The charge resembles Vair, as anciently represented, but may be intended for bars 

nebula or wavy, to denote her mother's coat of Drummond. 

7. A fess chequy, for Stewart. 

8. Quite defaced. 

9. Five pallets, for Atholl.^ 

Above this, in the recess, is a recumbent figure of the Princess Margaret, much weathered. 
It will be observed that the arch of the tomb is not quite a semicircle, being slightly 
pointed, but so little that it almost escapes detection. In the triangle or tympanum formed 
by the hood moulding and the arch are carved three cups interlaced, so as to form a 
central space, in which is the Douglas heart, while three stars also occur in the design. In 
each extremity of the tympanum are two letters, which appear to be the following : — 

On east side, S,r, or Q.e. ; on west side, \i,z, or b.r. ; at apex, g.jj, or I.p. 

In each end of the altar tomb, which projects less than a foot, and in the space corre- 
sponding to the front shields, there is sculptured a cup, and above, within the stilted 
arch, is what may be the wasted remains of a heart. A similar device exists over the 
sacristy door, and will be noticed further on, where details of all these features will be 
found. A, B, Plate XVIII. 

1 We are greatly obliged for the Heraldic Notes on Lincluden to Mr. W. Rae Macdonald, the 
Carrick Pursuivant. 
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PLATE XV. 

Perspective view of the tomb as it exists. 
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PLATE XVI. 

Measured drawing of the sacristy doorway adjoining the tomb in the north wall. It is 
wrought with the same general section of mouldings as in the windows, — that is, a wide 
hollow flanked by two round shafts — the latter having bases and caps, and the same 
mouldings are continued round the arch. The hollow moulding is filled with continuous 
foliage, originating at the base on each side in quaintly carved monkey-like figures. 
Attention is drawn to the delicate way in which the base moulding of the shaft of this 
door is treated in the sacristy. The tympanum of the arch is fitted with a carved 
stone, having two shields. The one on the west side bears three stars (for Murray of 
Bothwell), and the other a heart with three stars in chief (for Douglas), impaling a lion 
crowned (for Galloway). Above and between these are the mutilated remains of three 
cups enclosing a heart. 
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PLATE XVII. 

Perspective view of the above doorway, through which are seen the ribs of the sacristy- 
vaulting. 

Fig. ^ is a detailed sketch of the base of the foregoing doorway, with the base of the 
shafts on the sacristy side. 

Fig. B shows the caps with the carving in the tympanum. 

Fig. C shows the carving in the upper part of the rood screen on the nave side. It 
is in two orders, each order being 11 inches high, with a projection of 10 inches. The 
upper order consists of a series of angel figures, of which three are here represented ; there 
are probably 20 altogether, some of them quite obliterated. The lower order, of which part 
is shown in two portions, is very much wasted, but Mr. P. Macgregor Chalmers in his work, 
A Scots MedicBval Architect (p. 26), gives the following interpretation of the subjects ^ : — 

"The first, on the left, is almost beyond recognition. The figure of a large- winged angel 
is the only clue to the Annunciation as the subject portrayed. II. The Birth of Christ is 
shewn in the second group, immediately over the jamb of the doorway. Mary is lying on 
a bed covered by a sheet which reaches to the floor. The infant Jesus lies by her side in a 
manger. Joseph sits on a chair at the foot of the bed with a staff in his hand. Two 
attendants kneel at Mary's pillow.^ III. In the third group, to the left of the centre of 
the doorway, we have the Adoration of the Magi. Mary sits to the right on a chair with 
Jesus on her knee. Three crowned kings kneel before her. The first has a robe in his 
hands, and a crown lies at Mary's feet. The second king bears a cup. IV. The group 
to the right of the centre represents the Visit of the Shepherds. The figures of Mary and 
Jesus are destroyed, although the chair on which Mary sat is perfect. Joseph sits behind 
it on a high stool. Six figures kneel in front of Mary's chair facing towards her. V. The 
group over the right jamb of the doorway is very much wasted, but the scene is evidently 
the interview with Simeon and Anna. Mary sits on a chair with Jesus on her knee, and a 
male figure kneels in front bending towards her. Two other figures completed the group. 
VI. The last scene is Jesus at the Temple. The figure of the young Christ is shewn 
kneeling at the side of a small architectural model carved with an archway, buttresses, and 
pinnacles. The figures of Joseph and Mary have disappeared, all but the points of attach- 
ment to the cornice. It is possible that the inscription on the scroll in the hands of the 
crouching figure which was carved at the end of the cornice on the right, close to the pier, 
had a direct reference to this story. But the inscription is now illegible." 

The last two scenes are not shown, as they were at the time of our visit completely 
concealed by the thick foliage of a tree. 

Mr. Chalmers bestows great praise on these sculptures, but they are now in a very wasted 
condition. 

On the east side the cornice of the screen is carved in one order only — also much broken. 
An idea of its style may be obtained from Sketch D. 

1 We have to thank Mr. Chalmers for his 2 "Curiously enough, this was supposed to 

permission to copy this description. be a picture of the Entombment" (Grose, Antiq. 

of Scot ii. 5). 
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PLATE XVIII. 

Details of tomb, rood screen, etc. 

Fig. A shows the surbase of the tomb, with the last of the shields and the cup at the 
east end. 

Fig. B gives an enlarged view of the cups and lettering in the tympanum of the tomb, 
with the surrounding details. 

Fig. C, a sketch of the caps of the jambs at the rood archway. 

Fig. B represents two of the bases of the angle vaulting shafts. The supporting figures 
have been broken and are greatly wasted. The section of the shaft is shown, with the 
cavetto at the side wall considerably larger than at the cross wall. 
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PLATE XTX. 

Measured drawing of the piscina and sedilia in the south wall opposite the tomb, with 
which they are on a corresponding scale of richness. 

The carving and architectural details of the canopies of both are very much wasted 
and mutilated, but enough remains to show what was the original appearance of each. 
They are of the same general character as the tomb, with buttress pilasters at the sides, 
and carved cornices along the top, beneath which is an arcaded frieze of pointed and cusped 
arches. The arch of the piscina is of a slightly 0.G-. form, and was decorated with cusping or 
some kind of pendent tracery. The projecting basin has been as usual broken away; above 
the shelf at the back there are two niches, each being about 3 inches wide with a recess 
of 2 inches, and about 7 or 8 inches high. The niche-like opening beneath the basin has 
been caused by the destruction of the latter. 

The seat of the sedilia is 7 feet 3| inches long, and its total height is 8 feet 2 inches. 
It is divided into three compartments by flat pointed arches resting on broken arch-shaped 
corbels. 

The bases of the piscina and sedilia are of the same design, consisting of a large O.G. 
moulding, and, from having been long covered up by the accumulation of earth and ruins, 
they are in perfect preservation. 
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PLATE XX. 

This plate shows the sedilia, with its immediate surroundings, and gives a fair idea of its 
broken and mutilated condition. 
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PLATE XXL 

View of the piscina, showing how wasted and broken are many of its most interesting 
details. At the top is seen the corbel of the S.E. vaulting shaft ; it represented an angel 
playing on a musical instrument. 
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PLATE XXII. 

Details of sedilia and piscina. 

Fig. A. Detailed sketch of upper part of the sedilia. 

Fig. B. Detailed sketch of upper part of the piscina. 

Fig. C. One of the stones already referred to, as being a part of the 12th century church. 
It is an arch stone, and is enriched with the chevron. 

Figs. D D. Mullion of the chancel windows. Horizontal rib of the groined vaulting. 

Fig. E. Moulding of the door in rood screen. 
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PLATE XXIII. 

This plate shows the windows on the north side of the chancel. 

Fig. A. The eastmost window. It is of two lights at the top, and is narrowed to a 
single light in the lower part to permit of space for the tomb. 

Fig. B. The small high windows which are kept to this height in order to allow of 
roof to the chamber over the sacristy, and, as already pointed out (Plate IV.), they appear 
to have been afterwards closed up by a high roof erected at some later period. 

We may here point out a peculiarity in a small detail. At the apex of all the wall 
ribs, and beneath the start of the horizontal ribs, there occurs a thin projecting, rounded 
slab which partly fulfils the purpose of the usual carved boss ; the latter is in general wrought 
on the rib stone, but at Lincluden it is not so, as will be seen from the various interior views. 
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PLATE XXIV. 

During the late excavation the sculptures shown in this plate were found ; they consist of 
four figures on one stone, which measures about 3 feet 2 inches long by 3 feet high, and 
two other fragments containing the upper and lower portions of figures, but it is not easy 
to decide whether they belong to each other. They are sketched just as they stand 
against the wall, and represent 

1. St. Paul with his sword. 

2. St. John with his chalice. 

3. Possibly St. Benedict, the founder of the order, who is sometimes represented with a 
book and an asperge, or holy water sprinkler, which symbol may be represented by what he 
holds up in his right hand as if in the act of sprinkling. 

4. A figure with a book in the left hand, and something which might be a staff or a stalk 
of wheat in his right. 

5. Probably the figure of our Saviour. 

6. A figure with a book in his right hand. 
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PLATE XXV. 

ARMS INSIDE CHANCEL. 

On corbels carrying vaulting shafts. 

Fig. 1. On north wall, above tomb. 

A lion rampant within a royal tressure, being the royal arms of Scotland. The 
treasure is here represented as an orle with the fleurs-de-lys issuing from either side 
alternately, but all pointed inward. 

Fig. 2. On south wall, above sedilia. 

Three fleur-de-lys, being the royal arms of France. 

Above the shield is an open crown. 

On labels at sides of windows. 

On north wall. 
East window, west label. 
Three urchins, for Herries. Not illustrated. 

Above the shield is a helmet and crest, now damaged, with the remains of an animal 
supporting it. See Fraser's Bool( of Carlaverocl', vol. i.. Plates. 

On south wall. 

Fig. 3. East window, east label. 

A heart, on a chief three stars, for Douglas, 
impaling 

A lion rampant crowned, for Galloway. 

The same arms appear above the doorway to sacristy, Plate XVI. They also appear 
upon the seal of Archibald, Third Earl of Douglas and Lord t>i Galloway, see Fraser's 
Douglas Book, ii. 551, No. 2. 

Fig. 4. East window, west label. 

Ermine, a heart, on a chief three stars. 

These arms appear on the seal of Sir Archibald of Douglas, afterwards Third Earl. 
See Eraser's Douglas Book, ii. 551, No. 1 ; also Laing's Seals, i. No. 239, where however the 
charges are incorrectly described. The same arms were afterwards borne by the Earl of 
Ormond, 1445. 
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Fig. 5. Central window, east label. 

1 & 4. A heart crowned, on a chief three stars, for Douglas. 

2 & 3. A lion rampant crowned, for Galloway. 

This interesting carving represents the heart crowned several centuries before the 
practice obtained generally among the Douglas family of placing a crown above the heart. 
The arms are those of Sir Archibald of Douglas, Lord of Galloway, afterwards Third Earl. 

Fig. 6. Central window, west label. 

1 & 4. A heart, on a chief three stars, for Douglas. 

2 & 3. A bend between six cross crosslets fitch^e, for Mar. 

This coat was borne by William, First Earl of Douglas and Mar, and also by his son 
Archibald, the Second Earl. See Laing's Seals, i. 238, and Eraser's Douglas Book, ii. 550, 
No. 3. 

Fig. 7. West window, east label. 

A bend charged with three mascles, and in sinister chief a buckle, for Haliburton. 

Surrounding the shield is an escroll with inscription and beneath it initials. 

West window, west label. 

A lion rampant crowned, for Galloway. Not illustrated. 

Detached Stone. 

Fig. 8. Label from side of a window with the initials A.I. or R.I. enclosed within two 
palm branches. 
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PLATE XXVI. 



ARMS INSIDE CHANCEL — i 

On labels at side ofvAndow. 

On east wall. 

Fig. 1. Great east window, north label, the only one. 

Three stars, for Murray of Bothwell, 
impaling 

Three stars within a royal tressure (represented similarly to that in the royal arms of 
Scotland, described in Plate XXV., No. 1.), for Murray of Strathearn, and afterwards borne 
by the Murrays of Tulliebardine. 

This shield probably chronicles the marriage of Thomas Murray of Bothwell with 
Johanna daughter of Maurice Murray, Earl of Strathearn, which Johanna in her widowhood 
married Archibald, Third Earl of Douglas, and brought the Bothwell property into 
that family. 

ARMS ON OUTSIDE OF OHANCEl. 

On labels at sides of windows. 
On east wall. 

Fig. 2. Great east window, north label. 

A fess chequy surmounted of a bend engrailed, for Stewart of Garlics. 

Fig. 3. Great east window, south label. 
A saltire, for Maxwell. 

On south wall. 
The east window has no labels. 

Fig. 4. Central window, east label. 

A saltire between four stars, for Maxwell of . . , 

Central window, west label. 

Three urchins within a bordure engrailed, for Herries of . . . Not illustrated. 

Fig. 5. West window, east label, the only one. 

A fess chequy surmounted of a bend engrailed, for Stewart of Garlies as before. 
The arms were no doubt originally as above described, but the fess has disappeared, 
leaving only faint traces of its existence. 
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PLATE XXVII. 

The subject of this plate is of peculiar interest, as it represents one of the few fragments 
remaining in Scotland of the furniture of a church of the Middle Ages. It is a portion of 
one of the stalls from Lincluden, and is now preserved in the choir of Terregles Parish 
Church, all except the two boards containing the painting of the Virgin and a small 
fragment of another board (not represented), the painting on which is too far gone to be 
worth indicating. These are in the possession of Mr. Barbour, architect, Dumfries, to 
whom we are indebted for a photograph of the figure. The lower portions of the two 
stalls at Terregles are entire, with the Miserere seats, the elbows and backs, above this 
merely the framing remains, with its moulding and carving ; the small wooden figure shown 
on sketch does not exist, it is merely shown as indicating the purpose of the canopy and 
bracket. The upright divisions are richly carved and moulded, and in all probability there 
was a canopied top. The upper rail is a modern piece of wood, intended to hold the frame 
together. 

Rare as mediaeval woodwork is in Scotland, mediaeval painting is probably still more 
so, and this fragment is in a very faded condition. The upper part of the dress is blue, and 
the turn over at the hands is brown. The crown, hair, and bordering of dress is yellow. 
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PLATE XXVIII. 

Carvings on Miserere stalls now at Terregles, and stone at Lincluden. 

A Details of carving on Miserere seats. 

B Carving of one of the hand rests of stall. 

G Detached stone in chancel, which is stated to have originally occupied a position 
on the front of the round staircase of the domestic buildings. Though a good deal 
mutilated, there is enough to show that it represented a shield bearing the royal arms of 
Scotland, above which was placed a crown, supported by two unicorns each carrying a flag 
and gorged with a crown to which a chain is attached. 

Beneath the shield is a broad escroll bearing a motto now defaced, and below that, 
another shield bearing the arms of Sir William Stewart, who was provost circa 1545, 
viz. ; — a fess chequy surmounted of a bend engrailed. 



LINCLUDEN COLLEGE. 



PLATE zxvnr 



A ^ 




-sg^' 





STALLS, MISERERE CARVINGS. 




STALLS, DETAIL 



DEFACED ARMS LYING IN THE CHA[MCEL. 



A^■^ 4 '} M.Loy; i,y liif H"- Asscc^lfiae 



WHITHORN PRIORY 



THE PKIOEY AND CATHEDKAL OF WHITHOEN 
OE CANDIDA CASA 

GrREAT interest attaches to tMs locality from its being the spot where, 
according to tradition, Christianity was first introduced into Scotland. In 
the beginning of the fifth century St. Ninian, who was probably a Eomanised 
native, is believed to have planted the first seeds of the Christian faith in 
this southern promontory of Galloway. The south-west of Scotland, or 
what is now recognised as Galloway, was at that time inhabited by the 
Southern Picts, and it is thought that St. Ninian may have been a native 
of that district, and therefore chose it for the field of his labours. Dr. 
Skene ^ is of that opinion, and regards this mission as the last expiring 
efibrt of the Christianity which had been introduced under the Eomans to 
maintain its hold upon Scotland. St. Ninian is said to have been carried 
by his religious zeal to Kome, and on his return journey to have visited 
St. Martin of Tours, who supplied him with masons to aid him in the 
construction, at the place he might select for his mission, of a church of 
stone in the Eoman manner. 

This church was erected about the year 397, and was dedicated to St. 
Martin of Tours. It was known as the " Candida Casa," probably from 
being plastered or whitewashed with lime. 

St. Ninian succeeded in establishing a school for instruction in religion, 
and for the spreading of Christian doctrines amongst the Picts of Galloway. 
This institution was known as the Great Monastery of Eosnat, but it 
and all other signs of Christian life seem to have afterwards entirely 
died out. 

Various indications of the early introduction of Christianity in this 
locality still survive in Galloway. Many sculptured stones, covered with 
the ornament peculiar to the Celts, have been discovered, and until 

1 Skene's Celtic Scotland, ii. 3. 
Z 
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recently a number of them stood in the nave of the church. These and 
several other fragments have been collected and placed in one of the 
crypts under the eastern portion of the edifice.^ 

Amongst others there is one stone (Plate IX.-, Fig. 1) which formerly 
stood on the roadside about a quarter of a mile south of Whithorn. The 
interest attached to this stone is specially great from its being one of the 
earliest monuments in the country, and possibly even belongs to the time 
of St. Ninian. It is carved in incised lines with the earliest form of the 
cross, enclosed in a circle, and contains the Chi-rho symbol, i.e. the letter R 
on the upper part of the cross, which indicates great antiquity.^ The letters 
of this inscription are also of the most ancient description, being debased 
Roman capital letters ; the form adopted shortly after the retirement of the 
Romans from this country, about the beginning of the fifth century. 

Other similar carved stones have been found at Stoneykirk, another 
parish in Wigtownshire.^ 

A further extremely interesting relic of the early Celtic Church has 
been disclosed by Sir Herbert Maxwell and others at Glasserton, about 
three miles from Whithorn.* This consists of a cave in the rocks on the 
western side of the Whithorn promontory, to which the early Anchorites, 
probably including St. Ninian, may have retired at certain periods for 
their devotions, as was customary amongst the early missionaries and saints. 
A number of carvings were disclosed by excavations in the cave. These 
consist chiefly of incised circles containing crosses and other Christian 
emblems. 

A similar cave exists near the Mull of Galloway, on the opposite side 
of Luce Bay. It is called St. Medan's Cave, and also contains carved 
Christian symbols. ° 

Although the great school founded by St. Ninian in the fifth century 
seems to have entirely died out, a bishopric was established at Whithorn 
in 727 by the Angles, who were then in possession of that part of Scotland, 
but after being held by five bishops it ceased about 796. 

Christianity seems thereafter to have been in abeyance till the fresh 



1 By the care of the late Mr. William * Paper on St. Ninian's Cave, in Collections 
Galloway, architect. of Ayrshire and Galloway Assoc, v. 1. 

2 Romilly Allen, Early Ghristian Symbolism, ^ Paper on St. Medan's Cave in Collections 
p. 90. of Ayrshire and Galloway Assoc, vi. 19. 

3 Proceed, of Antiq. Soc of Scotland, ix. 568. 
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impulse given to religion by Queen Margaret and her sons in the twelfth 
century penetrated into this region. The church originally founded by 
St. Ninian was again revived in the reign of David I. as a Premonstratensian 
Monastery established by Fergus, Lord of Galloway/ 

At a place called the Isle of Whithorn, on a peninsula almost separated 
from the mainland, and lying off the southern point of the promontory, 
about three miles from Whithorn, there is a small ruined chapel (see sketch, 
p. 174), which some have supposed to be the successor and to be erected 
on the site of the original Candida Casa. It was no doubt very usual for 
the early missionaries to select similar remote and detached spots for their 
oratories, and it would be quite in accordance with ordinary experience to 
have found St. Ninian's Early Church in such a situation. 

But the chapel whose ruins now exist there (Plate I.) is evidently of a 
much later date. Although all the freestone dressed work has been torn 
out, and the rubble walls afford little indication of the date, still some of 
the window scoinson arches remain, which show by their pointed form that 
they are not earlier than the thirteenth century. The existing chapel 
was doubtless erected in connection with the priory, for the convenience 
of the inhabitants of the Isle, which was the port of Whithorn, and is still 
a place of some size. 

The roll of the priors is incomplete, but among the distinguished priors of 
Candida Casa was James Beaton, who was prior in 1503, and afterwards rose 
to some of the highest offices both in Church and State, being created 
Bishop of Galloway, and afterwards Archbishop of Glasgow and St. Andrews, 
and being also Lord Treasurer and Lord Chancellor of the kingdom. 

His successor was Gavin Dunbar, who also rose to distinction, being 
tutor to James V., and Archbishop of Glasgow and Lord Chancellor. 

The shrine of St. Ninian at Whithorn became a favourite place of 
pilgrimage for devotees from all parts of Scotland, and included amongst 
its votaries many royal and distinguished persons. Amongst these were 
King Robert Bruce in 1329, Margaret, queen of James III. in 1473, and 
James IV. and V. James IV. made frequent pilgrimages to this shrine. 

1 Fergus was distinguished by his zeal for account of the houses of Whithorn and Dun- 
the spread of religion in his dominions, being drennan is given in this volume ; the Abbey 
the founder of five religious houses in Galloway, of Tungland is now reduced to a mere fragment 
These were the priories of Whithorn and St. (Eccles. Arch, of Scot, ii. 301); and of the con- 
Mary's Isle, the Abbey of Dundrennan, and the vents of St. Mary's Isle and Soulseat not a frag- 
monasteries of Soulseat and Tungland. Some ment remains. 
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The churcli and monastic buildings were at one time very extensive, and 
traces of the ruins of the structures are discoverable over a considerable 
extent of ground. But the existing remains are very small. Of the church, 
the only portion remaining above ground is the ruined nave, while of the 
transept and choir scarcely a fragment exists. Extensive vaulted crypts 
had been formed under the eastern parts of the church, and of these a good 
deal has been preserved. The cloister, which lay on the north side of the 
church, and the monastic buildings have been almost entirely swept away. 

The annexed plan (Plate II.) which was prepared by the late Mr. 
William Galloway, architect, shows the existing structures and the various 
fragments which he had been able to discover and restore during his long 
residence at Whithorn as architect for the Marquis of Bute. 

The Eev. Andrew Symson, in his "Large Description of Galloway '' (1684)^ 
says of Whithorn : " There was in this town a famous priory and a stately 
church, founded by . St. Mnian, and dedicated by him to his unckle, St. 
Martin, Bishop of Tours in France, as I have heard it reported. Sure I am, 
there is a little handbell in this church, which, in Saxon letters, tells it 
belongs to St. Martin's Church. The steeple and body of the church is 
yet standing, together with some of the walls of the precincts. The isles, 
crosse-church, and severall other houses belonging thereto are fallen ; but 
several large and capacious vaults are firme and intire." 

Since Symson wrote this description several changes have occurred. The 
steeple (Plate II., Fig. 1), which stood at the west end of the church, fell 
at the beginning of last century and damaged the west wall of the nave 
(Plate II., Fig. 2), which was afterwards rebuilt. The foundations of the 
steeple still exist with 2 or 3 feet in height of parts of its walls. These 
are of ordinary whinstone rubble, without any special features to indicate 
the date of the structure. Being completely surrounded with graves, it 
is unfortunately impossible to have the walls and foundations properly 
examined. The vaults at the east end, above referred to, have been 
carefully repaired, together with the exterior walls connected with them, 
which have been restored and carried up as high as the floor of the choir. 

The nave (Fig. 3 on plan) had no aisles. The east end of the nave has 
been enclosed with a sixteenth or seventeenth century gable, so as to render 
that part of the building available as the parish church. 

Fig. 4 is the tomb of the Murrays of Broughton. 

1 Symson's Galloway, p. 46. 
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Fig. 5 shows the position of the cloister garth, which here lies on the 
north side of the church. This arrangement probably arose (as at Melrose) 
from a desire to make the water-power from the stream called the Kett, 
which runs along the north side of the priory, available for the use of the 
mill, which is said to have been situated on that side. 

The existing parish church (Fig. 6) (built 1822) occupies part of the site 
of the monastic buildings. The porch (Fig. 7) and part of the adjoining 
walls appear to be ancient, and the former may have formed the entrance 
to the domestic buildings of the monastery. 

The whole of the space surrounding the church being occupied with 
graves, it is with difficulty that any excavations can be made, and it was 
only by availing himself of every opportunity during his residence in 
Whithorn, that Mr. Galloway was able to make the following observations. 

Fig. 8 shows the position of two walls which doubtless formed the slype 
or passage leading from the cloister to the east, The piece of well-laid 
rubble causeway (Fig. 9) close to the above rather tends to confirm the view 
that the slype occurred in the above position. 

Fig. 10 is called the site of the chapter-house. May it not rather have 
been the north transept? In that case the pillar (Fig. 11) found in situ 
may have formed part of the main arcade between the transept and the 
chapels which generally existed to the east of the transept. 

The latter arrangement would correspond well with the supposed position 
of the south transept (Fig. 12), said to be of the twelfth century, part 
of which has been discovered in digging a grave to the south of the 
church. 

Fig. 13 shows a crypt about 45 feet in length by 22 feet in width, with 
large diagonal buttresses, which have been restored, and a small circular 
domed chamber like an oven near the south-west angle, the use of which is 
not clear. 

Figs. 14, 14 are two apartments forming the crypt under the chancel. 
They measure together about 26 feet 6 inches in length by 24 feet in width, 
and although now barrel-vaulted, they were originally vaulted with ribs 
and groins, portions of which can still be traced. 

Fig. 15 shows the remains of a small staircase which led from the choir 
to the crypt, but is now blocked up. 

Fig. 16 is a small crypt in which bones of red deer, wild boar, and other 
animals of the chase were found, leading Mr. Galloway to suppose that this 
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was a larder in connection with the kitchen. Traces of a built drain have 
been found leading away from it. 

Fig. 17 shows foundations believed to be those of the Lady Chapel, and 
some other foundations have also been discovered and carefully preserved as 
shown on the plan. 




EuiNS OF THE Chapel, Isle of Whithorn, from S.W. From a WATEK-CoLOtTR Drawing made 

BY S. Edmonston in 1854. 




SEALS OF THE PRIOBY OF "WHITHORN OR CANDIDA CASA. 



1. Whithokn (Candida Casa), G allow at. 

A building probably intended to represent the cburch. 

"SiGiLLUM Pbioeis et Oapituli Candidb Cask." 

From Laing's Ancient Scottish Seals (Supplemental Volume), p. 210. 
Engraved from a cast taken in the British Museum. 

2. The Seal of the Priory op Whithorn. 

The seal is oval in form. The Pascal Lamb, carrying holy banner, the staff of which 
terminates upwards in a cross, with a crescent on the dexter side, and an estoile, six-rayed, on 
the sinister. The lamb is bleeding from the throat into a chalice which receives the stream of 
blood. At the base a fleur-de-lys with a three-leaved branch on each side. 

" S. : CoNVENTUs : Candide : Case." 
See also Golledions, vii. 53. 
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PLATE 1. 

View of Chapel on the Isle of Whithorn from south-east. 
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PLATE 11. 

Plan of the Priory Buildings. 



1. Foundations of west tower. 

2. West gable of nave (rebuilt). 

3. Nave. 

4. Tomb. 

5. Position of cloister. 

6. Parish church. 

7. Porch. 

8. Slype. 

9. Causeway. 



10. North transept. 

11. Pillar. 

1 2. Part of south transept. 

13. Crypt under south chapel. 

14. 14. Crypt under choir. 

15. Stair down to crypt. 

16. Crypt under chapel. 

17. Foundations of Lady Chapel. 
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PLATE III. 

The plan of the nave as it now exists to an enlarged scale, and a section through the 
south side wall giving the heights and the form of the base as lately exhibited by 
excavation. 
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PLATE IV. 

Perspective View op Nave. 

The east gable (erected in the sixteenth or seventeenth century) has a plain square-headed 
entrance door in the centre, and there was probably a gallery introduced in the interior over 
it which would be lighted by the pointed window above the door. The side walls and 
windows, which are pointed, are very plain. In the exterior of the north wall some corbels 
remain which carried the roof of the cloister walk, and in the interior there are two arched 
recesses for tombs. Towards the west end of the south wall there is a very interesting 
Norman doorway, and at the east end of the same wall there is a good late Gothic doorway, 
both of which are described in detail further on. 

On the exterior of the south wall of the nave there is a vault (Plate II., Fig. 4) of the 
seventeenth century, said to belong to the Murrays of Broughton. Adjoining this the earth 
has been cleared out and the base of the nave exposed to view. 
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PLATE V. 

View of the Norman doorway which has been erected at the west end of the south wall of 
the nave. This sketch shows the doorway in its present condition, having been a good deal 
damaged by the erection of the roof of a porch against it. 
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PLATE V 




VIEW OF S. W. DOORWAY. 
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PLATE VI. 

The foregoing doorway in plan and elevation. Originally this doorway has been of Norman 
work, but it has now a number of peculiarities which show that it has been tampered with 
and probably rebuilt and restored. Whether it originally occupied its present position is 
uncertain, but other examples of Norman doorways in a similar position are found at 
Dalmeny, Duddingston, Stobo, etc. The doorway contains four orders of built and 
attached shafts, and a similar number of orders in the arches. In the latter three of the 
orders have zig-zag ornaments of the usual description, and one order contains geometric 
patterns and flo'tver-like discs. The geometric patterns are paralleled in the Norman door- 
ways at Dunfermline and Jedburgh. The sunk facets of the abaci are also similar to those 
at the above structures. But there are certain irregularities in the Whithorn doorway 
which point to the arches having been rebuilt. Some of the voussoirs are incomplete and 
have evidently been restored. In the outer order the third voussoir to the left of the 
central head has the chevron ornament very imperfectly cut and is plainly an insertion. 
This remark also applies to the voussoir below the latter to the right, as it has only one-half 
of a chevron cut upon it. In the third order from the outside, straight below the central 
head, a round stone is inserted in place of a proper voussoir. These are all alterations, 
but it is impossible to say whether they arise from accident or from rebuilding. 

The caps of the shafts in the jambs are somewhat remarkable. The two outer ones 
strike the observer at first sight as being intended to represent owls' heads, but on closer 
inspection they are found to consist of two large circular flowers similar to those in the round 
discs in the third order of the aisle. The next caps contain quatrefoils which are of a rather 
advanced type and are distinctly the result of restoration. The other caps are much worn 
away and are very indistinct. One shows something like spear-heads, a form of ornament 
seen at Dalmeny, and others have primitive-looking foliage and geometric figures. 

The peculiar heads which form the terminals and central ornament of the hood moulding 
are remarkable, while the geometric pattern and the peculiar sculptures introduced in the 
wall on each side of the arch may have belonged (like those in Blakader's Aisle at Glasgow) 
to an earlier structure. They form another link in the chain of resemblance between this 
doorway and that at Dalmeny, and like the latter seem to connect the Norman sculpture 
with the early Celtic work which preceded it. 
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PLATE VII. 

Enlarged drawings of (1) the doorway in the east end of the south wall of the nave, and 
of (2) the tomb recesses in the interior of the north wall of nave, with their details. 

The first is evidently a doorway of late design. The jambs and arch mouldings are 
of a late character, and the caps and bases of the jamb mouldings are also very late in their 
details. Over the apex of the arch is a small shield with crown above it, and bearing for 
charge a lion rampant, probably for Galloway. At each side the label has for terminal an 
angel supporting a shield ; that on the west side is charged with a bend, probably the 
arms of Alexander Vaus, who was bishop from 1426-1450.^ The arms on the east shield 
are obliterated. 

The plan and elevation of the two tomb recesses show that they are of much earlier 
design, apparently of about the end of the thirteenth century. The details are of the first 
pointed period, and show a good deal of dog-tooth enrichment. The cusping, which is 
finely proportioned, also corresponds with that period. The lower parts of the recesses are 
much worn away and cannot be distinctly made out. There is no sign of any armorial 
bearings or anything to indicate for whom these tomb recesses were constructed. The outer 
moulding of the left arch has been repaired at a late date with portions of stone work let 
into the outer moulding. The restored work contains ornament of a late character, and 
may have been executed about the time when Bishop Vaus erected the south door, above 

described. 

' Keith's Scottish Bisliojys, p. 163, Edin. 1755. 
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PLATE VIII. 

The entrance passage to the priory from the main street of Whithorn. This passes through 
an archway supported by clustered jambs having carved caps and bases. The archway is 
now surmounted by a dwelling-house, between the windows of which and over the centre 
of the arch there are inserted the royal arms supported by two unicorns. A row of modern 
houses borders the lane which leads up to the gate of the priory, now the churchyard. 
The details of the pillars at the sides of the entrance, with their caps, show that they are of 
very late date. The caps contain two shields, that on the west side has a mitre over it, 
and the shield bears the arms of Vaus quartered with those of Shaw (three covered cups), 
while the shield on the east side has the Vaus arms surmounted with a pastoral staff, 
probably for Bishop George Vaus (1489-1505).^ 

', ^ Keith's Scottish Bishops, p. 164, Edin. 1755. 
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PLATE IX. 

Vakious interesting fragments which have been collected in the crypt marked No. 16 
on the plan. 

1. The sculptured pillar which long stood on the roadside about a quarter of a mile south 
of "Whithorn, and is believed to have marked the position of a chapel dedicated to St. Peter. 
It is a slab of blue whinstone, 4 feet 6 inches in height, and contained in incised lines the ancient 
form of cross with the Chi-rho sign, and the inscription also incised— 

LOCI[T]I PETRI APVSTOLIi 

The first word of the inscription is now scarcely visible in the present position of the 
stone, but the latter part is clearly legible. The letters being debased Roman capitals 
indicate the antiquity of the monument. 

2. A thin slab about 4 feet in height, having a circular head 2 feet 2 inches in diameter, 
with a projecting boss in centre, and perforated with 4 holes, arranged so as to represent a 
cross. On the lower part there has been ornament of interlaced work, but the pattern is 
now much worn off. 

This stone was brought from the churchyard of Sorby, an adjoining parish. 

3. A smaller rough stone carved with three crosses, a central one with two smaller ones 
at the sides. 

4. A portion of the stem of a cross, having a well-executed design of interlaced work 
carved upon it. 

5. A portion of a slab covered with interlaced work, but of inferior design and execu- 
tion to the last. 

^ Proceedings o/Antiq. Soc. of Scotland, ix. 578 ; and Romilly Allen, Early Ghristian Symbolism, p. 89. 
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CARVED STONES PRESERVED IN CRYPT. 
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PLATE X. ■ 

Architectural fragments connected with the Church. 

(1) A single example of an elaborately carved and ornamented dog-tooth ; (2) portion of 
a leaf enrichment ; (3 and 4) corbels carved with grotesque heads. These have somewhat 
of a Norman character. (5) Part of a simple octagonal pillar with broken capital consisting 
of plain mouldings, evidently of a somewhat late date ; (6) shield bearing a lion rampant 
supported by two angels, the sculpture being probably of 16th century date; (7) portion 
of an arch with mouldings enriched with two dog-tooth ornaments, probably of 13th 
century date ; (8) an ancient font, believed to have belonged to the Cathedral — at one time 
used for mixing stucco, but now preserved in the ruins ; (9) another ancient font, said to 
have been brought from the chapel on the isle. 
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GLENLUCE ABBEY 

Glenluce Abbey was founded by Roland, Lord of Galloway, Constable of 
Scotland, in tbe year 1190, for the Cistercians. In the ArchcBological and 
Historical Collections of the Ayrshire and Galloway Association, vol. v. , 
p. 125 (published in 1885), there is given a full account of the history of 
this abbey with illustrations by Mr. David Henry, architect, St. Andrews. 
There is little to add to that account except that the name of another of 
the abbots may be added to the list of them given there. Godfrey, Abbot 
of Glenloyse (Glenluce) is one of the witnesses on 1st May 1359 of the 
Charter by King David II. confirming the Charter of Devorgilla to the 
Church of St. Mary of Sweetheart.^ Since Mr. Henry's account was 
written, various excavations have been made and repairs executed, under 
the superintendence of Mr. P. Macgregor Chalmers, architect, Glasgow, 
and the following description and drawings are intended to supplement 
those of the earlier publication and to explain some points recently dis- 
closed. Extensive mounds and fragments of walls still remain which, if 
excavated, would give the outline of the church and probably of the abbot's 
lodging and other monastic buildings, but the following account by Mr. P. 
Macgregor Chalmers will explain the work done and what has been 
ascertained up to the present date. 

DESCRIPTION BY MR. P. MACGREGOR CHALMERS OF THE 
WORKS RECENTLY CARRIED OUT BY HIM 

The upper part of the south transept gable, when the works of repair 
were undertaken, was in a very precarious condition. It was ready to fall. 
It was carefully taken down to below the level of the sill of the upper 

1 Laing Gharters, No. 46. 
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window, and rebuilt in cement, a layer of concrete, 1^ inches thick, was laid 
over the whole upper surface of the gable, and the whole jointing of the 
wall was cleaned of all loose mortar and earth and pointed anew with 
cement (Plate I., Fig. 11). 

It was found, in the upper part of the south wall of the east aisle 
of this transept, that at some time, which could not be established from the 
want of evidence, an alteration had been made in the height and slope of 
the roof of the aisle. The original string-course at the sill of the clerestory 
windows in the east wall of the transept, which formed the drip-stone at 
the top of the original roof, still exists, carried through the thickness of the 
new work on the top of the aisle gable, and shews on the outside of the wall 
at a point 4 feet 7 inches below the top of the aisle gable. The evidence 
at this point in proof of this alteration is supported by the evidence still 
existing on the south face of the choir wall, where this aisle roof abutted. 
Here it is clear that the drip-stones forming the skew of the original roof 
have been removed, and have been again built into the same wall at a con- 
siderably increased slope. These skew stones, which at first would be built 
into the wall with level beds, as are all the other skews in the building, are 
now lying at an angle. Then the masonry forming the face of the wall 
between the old line of the skew stones and the present skew stones is not 
original, but is composed of very small and rough packing stones. The 
reason for this alteration cannot be found. It would seem that the cleres- 
tory windows of the transept were covered up under the new roof. On the 
gable of the transept two of the skew stones at the west wall-head are pre- 
served, and it is most fortunate that two of the original skew stones, one on 
each side, were found in situ at the very top of the gable. These stones, as 
was proved by measurement, gave the outline of the gable. No evidence 
was found which could throw light on the design of the apex of the gable, 
but as the steps of the turret staircase, which is formed in the thickness of 
the wall in its centre, pass up beyond the sill of the topmost window, it 
may be supposed that a turret of some kind was formed at the top. The 
passage in the thickness of the wall which leads to the foot of the staircase 
was built up solid at some former time of repair, and it was thought advis- 
able not to interfere with this work. 

The heap of loose stones and earth which lies at the foot of the gable on 
its south face has not been removed; but a surface examination proved 
that the space between the gable and the north wall of the chapter-house 
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was divided in two by a cross wall 3 feet thick. The space or room 
between the transept and this wall was 10 feet 9 inches broad. In 
the inside of the transept, however, the whole work has been exposed 
to the level of the original floor. The door to the dormitory has 
been entirely cleared, as well as the foundation of the dormitory stair- 
case. The stair was 6 feet wide, but no part of any of the steps 
remain. The door from the transept to the slype (?) is a very fine 
example (Plate I., Fig. 12). Two small round holes are cut on its east 
side, in line with each other, the upper one being recessed in a small panel 
3|- inches in diameter. This perhaps may have been the position of a bell. 
There is an arched recess in the gable, to the west of this door. It is 5 feet 
4 inches broad and 2 feet 5 inches deep. The stone sill is 19 inches above 
the level of the floor. This may have been a seat. There is a recess in 
the west wall of- the transept, on the cloister side. This is close to the 
eastern processional door of the cloister. The recess may have been fitted 
with book-shelves. A similar feature, with the raggles cut in the stone 
jambs for shelves, will be found at Paisley Abbey at the same point. 

The work of excavation in the east aisle of the transept was of great 
interest. The details of the lower parts of the piers and responds were found 
in good preservation, which would offer some grounds for supposing that the 
abbey lay neglected for many years, during which it gradually fell into decay, 
before the vandals came upon the scene and destroyed the walls for the sake 
of the freestone dressings. One jamb of each of the two aisle windows was 
found. Only the back stones of the two east-wall aumbries remain. The 
sills, jambs, and lintels have been removed. The aumbry in the choir wall 
is interesting from having had a top shelf and a middle division beneath 
it, showing that the aumbry was divided into three compartments. The 
piscina in the south wall is nearly perfect, and it was fortunate that late in 
the researches the broken part of the sill, with a considerable part of the 
basin cut upon it, was found as a loose fragment. It has been restored to 
its place. There is a small recess on the east side of this piscina, and it is 
clear that some time after the work was completed a raggle was cut near 
the point of the cusp in the arched head on both sides for the insertion of 
a wood shelf. 

The two chapels- which form this aisle were originally formed as one 
chamber. This was altered, and a stone partition, two feet thick, was 
placed between the chapels. This wall, as can now easily be seen, was not 
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tied into the east wall, and it was allowed to butt against and cover up the 
finely moulded work of the central pier. It is also clearly established that 
the wall did not extend further in height than the bottom bed of the capital 
of the pier ; that is, the wall was about eight feet high. The marks of the 
abutment of the wall against the east wall end at this level, which is also 
the level of the bottom of the moulded corbel which carried the vaulting. 
A small fragment of this corbel remains in situ. Three fragments of stone 
were found in the mass of debris near this wall. When they were brought 
together they fitted perfectly, with no part missing. They undoubtedly 




South Thanskpt. 



formed the cusped head of the piscina which was formed in this wall. 
The stones have now been built into their original place. 

The foundations of the two altars were found. It would almost 
appear as if some special precautions were taken to preserve the original 
conditions at the altar in the south chapel. The greater part of the 
beautiful glazed red brick tile flooring remains intact. The floor lies now 
at a considerable slope. This may be due to the fact that there was a 
stone step originally across the chapel and in front of the altar, and that 
when this was removed the earth supporting the tiles gradually gave way. 
One of the tiles shows the very distinct and beautifully marked spoor of 
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some animal. The impression must have been made when the clay was 
soft and before the surface glaze was applied. The tiles at the side of 
the dividing wall have been altered from their original arrangement, and it 
is interesting to note that when the new wall was completed four of 
the half-hexagon tiles, with the stamped pattern of an ,oak-leaf and acorn 
design, which was the design used in the floor of the choir, were used here 
to fill in along the side of the wall. 

A great many of the stones which formed the vaulting ribs were found 
in the debris. The greater part of these have been carefully laid aside. 
As many as possible, however, have been built into their original places at 
the four angles of the vaulting. 

The walls of these two chapels were painted with a simple ashlar 
pattern. The part which has been best preserved is at the north-east 
corner. The wall surface is white, and the lines, which are quarter of 
an inch broad, are black (Plate I., Fig. 13). 

Subsequent to the date of the original building these chapels appear to 
have been screened off from the transept. A deep and very badly cut 
channel has been formed in the bases of the responds and pier, in line 
probably with a stone step leading into the chapels. These screens may 
have been made of wood or iron. Similar channels will be found in many 
other buildings ; at Dundrennan Abbey, for example. 

The greater part of the choir is occupied as a burial-ground, and little 
excavation was possible. The base of the south-east pier at the crossing 
was found. Digging was undertaken towards the east, and the inside faces 
of the east gable and the returning north and south walls were found. The 
outside faces of these walls have been destroyed. It was at the east end, 
and close to the gable, that the beautiful half-hexagon tile was discovered 
(Plate L, Fig. 4). The south wall of the choir was thoroughly repaired. 
Only a small part of the side aisle of the north transept remains. The lower 
part of the pier of the crossing is very richly moulded. The piscina in the 
south wall is of nearly the same design as those in the south transept aisle. 
The foundation of the altar was found, but no part of the tile flooring 
remains. The walls here were all thoroughly repaired, and, as elsewhere 
throughout the building, were covered with a layer of fine concrete 1^ 
inches thick. 

A beautiful grave slab was found in the north transept close to the 
pier of the crossing, but at an angle to the line of the building. This slab 
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covered the grave of Eobert Gordon of Lochinver, who died 26th April 
1548. The slab, when found, was broken in many fragments. This was due 
to the fact that the centre part of the slab was imperfectly supported owing 
to the decay of the coffin. When the walls of the building fell the slab was 
crushed down in the centre. The slab was repaired in its place. Only a 
few portions of it were removed for preservation until the repair could be 
executed, and no attempt was made to excavate in the grave. 

No work of repair has been done in the nave. A small work of 
research was carried out to establish if possible the number of piers. The 
foundation of the south-west pier at the crossing was found at near the 
level of the floor, but the search here could not be carried farther than 




Gkavb Slab found in the Nokth Tkansbpt. 



merely to note the existence of the foundation, as the boundary wall of 
the burial-ground was dangerously near. A guess was made at a probable 
division of the bays of the nave, and digging was carried down at the 
point indicated. Here the edge of the base of the first ordinary pier of 
the nave was got. The digging was then extended farther to the west, 
and it was established that the base of this pier measured 3 feet 6 inches 
broad. It was also found that the nave floor was at the same level as 
the transept floor, and a glazed red brick flooring tile was found in situ 
firmly bedded upon a layer of slate and lime mortar, which had already 
been ascertained to have been the practice. Search was then made at 
the west end, and here, at about 2 feet below the level of the ground, the 
splayed base course and the recessed stone-work of the south jamb of the 
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west doorway was exposed (Plate I., Fig. 5). A note of the details was 
made and the earth immediately replaced, as this is the present entrance 
to the ruins. The modern gate pier and wall are built over the north 
jamb of the doorway. 

The chapter-house has been cleaned out. The steps in the doorway 
leading down to the floor have been restored, and a new concrete floor has 
been laid over the whole surface. This floor has been laid at the level of 
the stone upon which the centre pillar stands, which was discovered to be 
the level of the underside of the glazed red brick floor-tiles. A considerable 
part of this tile floor was found, in loose fragments. In the south-west 
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Fragment of Glazed Flooeing Tile. 



corner, however, there was some reason to suppose that a number of the 
tiles, nearly whole, were in their original places. 

One loose fragment of the stone bench-table which was formed round 
the walls of the chapter-house was found, and this has been built in 
securely near the centre of the south wall. This stone bench was raised 
upon a stone step above the floor. The rough foundation of this step 
remains. i 

In preparing the bottoming for the concrete floor of the chapter-house 
a grave was found on the east side between the centre pillar and the centre 
of the east wall. This was in front of the abbot's seat, which is ornamented 
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by a moulded arcading carried upon two slender shafts, which have been 
destroyed. On the carved corbel above the seat there is the inscription 
" Requiescat in pace." The site of the grave has been marked by a line 
drawn upon the concrete floor. 

Several fragments of red brick water -piping were found. These were 
slightly trumpet-shaped on the outside, but the faucet was formed with a 
square recess which exactly fitted the narrow end of the pipe which followed. 
A small fragment of red brick roofing tile was also found. There was a 
small hole in it for the supporting pin. An interesting fragment of glazed 
flooring tile was also found. This tile differed from all the other tiling 
found, in having a fine light-coloured clay upon the surface of the ordinary 
red-brick clay. The surface was ornamented before glazing with a stamped 
pattern in four small panels. In each panel there is a somewhat rude 
design of a mounted soldier, greatly resembling in drawing the figures 
found upon many early sculptured monuments. No relics were found in 
the course of these works. 

The abbey is not lying in a direction due east and west, but is about 
E.S.E. by W.N.W., a very considerable deflection from the normal direction. 




Ruins of Glenluce Abbey. Feom a Watbe-Colour Drawing made by S. Edmonston in 1854. 
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ABSTEACT OF PROTOCOLS OF THE TOWN CLERKS OF GLASGOW 

(R. Renwick). Vol. V. page 30. 

Eael of Cassillis — Monks of Glenluce. 24 October, 1560, 4 p.m. 

Andrew Langlandis, John Galbrayth, David Bullo, William Halkirstoun, and 
John Wilson, monks of the monastery of Glenluce, subscribed a charter of feu farm 
of the 180 merk land of their monastery, granted in their absence by Thomas Haye, 
their abbot, with consent of their convent, to a noble lord Gilbert earl of Cassillis ; 
and they were content that as soon as they should be placed in their said monastery, 
and should have obtained their canonical portions in the usual manner, they should 
discharge the said earl of his obligations granted this day to them and each of them, 
so that these obligations should thereafter cease and be of no force. Also, the said 
earl bound himself, his heirs and successors, for payment to the foresaid monks and 
each of them yearly of the respective sums specified in the said obligations, aye and 
until they should be restored to their place and portions and former state. Done in 
the collegiate church of Maybole. Witnesses : Thomas, abbot of Glenluce, Mr. 
David Gibsoun, rector of Aire, and Hugh Kennedy of Balquhennie. 



The Cistercian abbey of Glenluce in Wigtown- 
shire was founded by Roland, lord of Galloway, 
in the year 1190. Its cliartulary, which was 
used by Thomas Innes about 200 years ago, has 
long since disappeared, but the abbey's history 
has been traced from other sources by Mr. 
David Henry in a contribution to the fifth 
volume of the Archmological mid Historical 
Collections relating to Ayrshire and Galloway. 
From the documents there printed, to which 
the protocol in the text may now be added, the 
account given in the Historical and, 'Genealogical 
Account of the Principal Families of the Name of 
Kennedy, regarding the acquisition by the Earl 
of Cassillis of the abbey lands of Glenluce, is 
shown to have had little if any foundation in 
fact. The old story runs thus : — " This last 
Gilbertt was ane particuler manne, and ane 
very greidy manne, and cairit nocht how he gat 
land, sa that he culd cum be the samin, and 
for that caus he enterit in bloking with ane 
abbot of Glenluse, concerning the Abacie, to 
tak the samin in few ; hot, or he gat the samin 
performit, the abbot deit. And than he delt 
with ane monk of the samin Abacie quha culd 
counterfitt the Abottis hand-writt, and all the 
haill conventtis ; and gart him counterfitt thair 
subscriptions. And quhane he had gottine the 
samen done, feiring that the monk wald reveill 
it, he causit ane cairill, quhilk they callt 
Camachaine, to stik (him) ; and thane, for feir 
that cairll had reveillit, he garit his fader- 
broder, Hew of Bargany (Barquhouny) accwse 



this cairil for theft, and hang him in Corsragall. 
And sa the landis of Glenluse wes conqueist." — 
{Account, etc., with Notes by Robert Pitcairn, 
1830, p. 9.) 

It appears that Gilbert, third Earl of 
Cassillis, was concerned in the administration 
of the abbey lands from the year 1543, when 
he was appointed baron bailie. Thomas Hay 
was chosen abbot in 1560, but the instrument 
of institution, dated 29 September of that 
year, narrates that the monastery was then 
occupied by the' servants of John Gordoun, lord 
of Lochinvar, who refused to give entrance, " the 
religious men having been expelled, mass and 
divine worship interdicted and abolished." 
Gordon's claims were based on a charter 
obtained from the previous abbot in January 
1557-8. At this juncture, Gilbert, fourth Earl 
of Cassillis, who had succeeded his father in 
November 1558, took the part of abbot Thomas 
and his monks, and lodged and provided for 
them at Maybole ; and it was then that the 
arrangement mentioned in the protocol of 24 
October 1560 was entered into. A few days 
afterwards (viz. 2 November) the abbot and 
convent subscribed a writing in which they 
acknowledged " certain sowmes of mone, 
gratitudis, gud deidis, help, supple and maintein- 
ance done to and gevyn to ws, and our abbey 
and kirk of Glenluce, and for sustenyn of ws 
and our brether and convent, thai beying on 
force expellit out of thair awn place be Johne 
Gordon of Lochinver, and balden thairfra in 
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meit and claiths and wther necessaris be ane 
noble and mychty lord Gilbert earle Caseillis 
and lord Kennedy.'' At the same time a feu- 
cbarter, sealed with the common seal of the 
abbey, and subscribed at Maybole by the abbot 
and convent (including the monks named in the 
protocol), was granted in favour of the earl of 
Cassillis. In this charter, whicli apparently 
superseded that subscribed on 24 October, 
the lands conveyed to the earl, extending in 
whole by money computation to £120 (=180 
merks) are described in detail, and there was 
to be payable for the whole (in addition to 
£2000 Scots given to the abbot and monks 



towards their sustenance) a gross yearly feu-duty 
of £464 : 5 : 4 Scots, being an augmentation 
of £30 over the former rental. The dispute 
with Gordon was settled by arbitration, and 
the abbot and the earl of Cassillis got possession 
in November 1561. After several intermediate 
transactions, abbot Thomas Hay and the 
convent, in consideration of a yearly feu-duty 
of £666 : 13 : 4 (1000 merks), conveyed the bulk 
of the abbey lands to the earl of Cassillis, by 
charter dated 17 April 1572, which charter 
was confirmed by the Crown on 12 March 
1573-4. (Registrum Magni Sigilli, iv.. No. 
2202.) 




MONASTERT OP GlENLUCE. 

A very richly-designed seal. A full-length figure of the Virgin and Infant Jesus standing 
within a Gothic niche, at each side of which is a figure kneeling. At the lower part of the seal 
is a shield bearing a lion rampant, crowned, for Galloway. 

" S' COMUNE MONASTEEII BeaTE MaRIE DE VaLLE LdCIS." 



From Laing's Ancient Scottish Seals, page 185. See also Collections, vol. v. page 154. 
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PLATE I. 

The plan of the buildings and details connected therewith. The church has consisted of a 
nave with two aisles, but no portion of the nave except the south aisle wall, which is about 
16 feet in height, now remains above ground. It has however been ascertained that the 
bevelled base course of the west wall, which is buried about 2 feet 6 inches below the 
surface of a road, is still partly in situ. The west wall seems to have had a buttress, 
round which the bevelled base returns, and there are imperfect indications of a western 
doorway. At the east end of the south aisle wall there has been the usual doorway to the 
cloister, but the dressed work has been torn out. In the upper part of the wall may be 
seen a corbel and the holes in which the corbels supporting the roof-timbers of the north 
cloister walk were formerly inserted. 

The chancel was without aisles. The outline of the east wall (which formerly appeared 
to be entirely demolished) has now been disclosed showing the full length of the chancel to 
be 37 feet 6 inches. 

The portions of the edifice in which the principal disclosures have taken place by the 
recent removal of great quantities of the debris of whinstone rubble and lime with which the 
ruins were encumbered are the eastern aisles or chapels of the transepts. These aisles 
were di\'ided into two bays or chapels in each transept. The base of the central pillar and 
south respond of the south transept aisle have been exposed (Fig. 1). No part of the pillar 
remains, and the south respond is much damaged ; the drawing shows it restored. 

The cap (Fig. 2) has been very plain in form ; this looks like a late repair or 
restoration. 

The sketch of the south-east angle of the crossing (Fig. 3) shows all that remains of 
that portion of the edifice, the other three sides or angles of the crossing having been 
demolished. The crossing has probably consisted of four arches thrown across the four 
sides, and springing from shafts on the various sides similar to those shown existing at the 
angle of the south transept and choir. The former consists of three shafts — the central 
one beino- 1 2 inches in diameter, and that on each side 7 inches in diameter, with a small 
projecting double fascia in the hollow between the shafts. Eecent operations have revealed 
the existence of a similar arrangement of triple shafts at the north-east angle of the crossing, 
and also a triple shafted respond (Fig. 4) in the north transept aisle. 

The shaft which supported the east arch of the crossing in the choir is single (Fig. 3), 
the upper part, which is at least 12 inches in diameter, resting on the cap of a thinner shaft, 
which doubtless sprang from a corbel, now destroyed. 

The piers of the crossing have evidently not been of great strength, and were not 
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intended to carry a heavy tower. The tower on the crossing was probably a low one, and 
may have been the steeple referred to by Symson (in 1680) as having fallen. All the 
mouldings of this part of the building indicate first pointed work. The plan of the shafts 
recently disclosed and the section of the bases (Fig. 10) are beautiful examples of that 
style. The base mouldings are very similar to those of the chapter-house at Dundrennan 
(see p. 60). 

The remains of one window in the south wall of the choir, and one in the west 
wall 'oi the south transept have simple double chamfers, indicative of early pointed work. 

In the south chapel of the north transept the seat of an altar has been revealed. It is 
6 feet 5 inches long by 3 feet 7 inches wide. Adjoining it in the south wall of the chapel 
is the piscina (Fig. 5), 2 feet 1 inch wide, with trefoil arch head, having plain chamfer on 
edge. In the east side of the ingoing there is a small recess in which a vessel might stand. 

In the south transept chapel there is a corresponding piscina in the south wall (Fig. 6). 
It is also 2 feet 1 inch wide, and has a trefoil arch head, with a bold bead on the angle. 

In the south transept aisle the corbelled angle shafts for supporting the vaulting are 
visible (Fig. 7), and the section of the ribs of the demolished vaulting is traceable (Fig. 8). 

There has originally been a clerestory above the string-course, which runs along at 
the level of the caps of the piers of the crossing. Part of one of the clerestory windows in the 
south transept is visible in Fig. 3. Looked at from the interior, this window appears to be 
in the natural position for giving light to the building ; but when examined from the out- 
side it seems to have been covered by the roof of the east aisle. This is apparent from the 
position of the water-table of that roof. But on further examination it is evident that this 
roof has been raised. It is much higher than usual, or than required to cover the eastern 
chapels, and this extra height has been rendered necessary by the introduction of a story 
above the vault of the aisle, which appears to have contained apartments, as was also the 
case over the central part of the transept. There is still a window in this upper story at 
the south end. The water-table of the said roof (in the south wall of the chancel) indicates 
an alteration ; the stones of which it is built are not laid on level beds, but each stone is 
raised at one end in order to make the projecting moulding of the water-table run at an 
angle to suit the slope of the raised roof (Fig. 9). This slope may have been steeper in the 
new position to which the roof was raised than it was originally, thus causing the setting of 
the stones to be off the level. The stones of the water-table were doubtless altered in 
position at the same time as this roof. 

The door which gave access from the south transept to the dormitories is preserved. 
It is in the usual position at the south-west angle, and is as usual at a high level, but the 
stair leading up to it from the transept is gone. The doorway has been a double one, 
having two sets of jambs, one on the inside and one on the outside of the wall. 

In the centre of the south gable of the transept, and on the level of the church floor, 
there is a doorway 4 feet wide with a bold bead on edge and segmental arch head. This 
was probably the door to the sacristy, which may have occupied a portion of the space 
covered with debris lying to the south of the gable. How the remainder of this space 
was occupied cannot be determined at present without excavation. To the west of this 
door there is a recess in the wall probably for a tomb. 

To the south of the chapter-house there are two chambers covered with barrel vaults. 
The first of these may have been the slype or passage from the cloister to the eastward. 
The openings in the walls at each end seem to have been wide. 
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The southmost chamber appears to have been divided into at least two stories in height, 
as there are corbels in the interior virhich have evidently carried a floor, and in the wall at 
the south-east angle there are signs of a wheel stair, which is now ruinous. There is a 
loop in the south wall, and remains of a door in the west wall. 

In the south wall of cloister there are indications of a doorway, but all the buildings on 
this side, which no doubt included the refectory, have been demolished. 

On the west side of the cloister the inner wall of the buildings containing doors to 
cellars is still preserved, but the outer or west wall of these buildings has been greatly de- 
molished. A portion of this wall has been preserved in a small detached erection called the 
gatehouse, the other walls and roof of which have been made up with stones from the ruins. 
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PLATE II. 

Diagram of Interior of South Transept Gable. 

The south gable of the transept is of peculiar construction. It is carried up to such 
a height that two stories were introduced above the roof of the church, and a circular stair 
to give access to these stories was inserted in the centre of the south gable. These upper 
stories and staircase were lighted with windows in the south gable, those of the rooms being 
pointed lancets, and those of the staircase, square-headed (see Plate III). The rooms have 
probably been used as dwelling-places, similarly to those in the upper story of the church 
at Torphichen.i There is no mode of access from below now visible to the wheel stair, 
but perhaps a thorough examination of the lower part of the gable (which is still concealed 
with debris and has been altered) might reveal a staircase. The same stair probably gave 
access to the room over the vault of the south transept aisle. 

At Arbuthnot Church a turret on the gable ^ probably indicates the mode of finishing 
which may have been adopted in the above south gable at Glenluce. 

1 Gastd. aiid Domestic Architecture of Scotland, y. 131. 
2 Ecdcsiastiml Architecture of Scotland, iii. 238. 
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PLATE III. 

The exterior of the south gable, which was rather ruinous when this sketch was made a 
few years ago. The windows have now been restored and skews replaced on the gable. 

The slope of the aisle roof above referred to, and the high window in the south wall 
of the choir, part of which is preserved, are also shown. 

In the foreground are seen the east windows of the chapter-house, and the barrel-vaulted 
chambers to the south of it. 
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PLATE IV. 

Plan and section from north to south of the chapter-house, which is situated on the east 
side of the cloister. The floor is sunk three steps below the level of the cloister-walk. 
From its late style the chapter-house has probably been rebuilt, as suggested by Mr. Henry, 
when the floor was lowered, in order to obtain the height required for the vaulting, without 
disturbirtg the level of the upper floor. 

The chapter-house is the only part of the edifice which is well preserved. It is 24 feet 
square, and is covered with groined and ribbed vaulting, the vault being supported on a 
central pier, and the ribs resting on corbels in the angles and side walls (see Plate VI.). 

The vaulting is divided into four equal compartments, each having cross ribs and 
horizontal ridge ribs. These I'ibs vary in section (Plate VI.). The panels are filled 
with squared rubble. 



PLATE V. 
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PLATE V. 

Bosses at junctions of ribs and abbot's stall in chapter-bouse. The junctions of 
the ribs are ornamented with carved bosses. The four bosses at the junctions of 
the cross ribs in the centre of the four compartments are the largest and most 
important. Those in the two eastern compartments (Figs. 1 and 2) contain shields, one 
bearing the Scottish Lion with tressure, and the other the crowned Lion of Galloway — 
the first is supported by angels and surmounted by what appears to be the royal crown, 
and the latter is surrounded by grotesque heads on four sides (Fig. 3). The two principal 
western bosses consist of circular paterae, surrounded with grotesque heads peeping through 
foliage issuing from their mouths. 

The remaining bosses are smaller and consist of various patterns of foliage (see Plate VI.). 

The chapter-house had a stone seat or bench all round, raised on a single step above 
the floor. The bench and step are now entirely demolished. 

In the east wall there are two traceried windows, and in the centre of the wall between 
the two windows is the abbot's stall. This is remarkably simple, being only distinguished 
by a trefoiled hood moulding, while the seat formed part of the general bench. The hood 
moulding is surmounted by a mitre, while on one side there are two cinquefoil flowers 
and one cinquefoil on the other. The vaulting corbel above is carved with a figure bearing 
a, scroll containing the words Requiescat in pace. This is probably intended to have refer- 
ence to the abbot by whom the chapter-house was rebuilt, and who was perhaps buried in 
the grave in front of the abbot's stall. The cinquefoils may also be connected with his 
coat of arms, as similar cinquefoils are found on the sofiit of the doorway. The abbot who 
appears most likely to have carried out this work is Abbot Walter, in the 16th century, but 
unfortunately his surname is unknown. 
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BOSSES IN VAULTS ABBOTS STALL IN CHAPTER HOUSE 



Ayr4 Galloway AReHfA33oc''I89a. 
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PLATE VI. 

EiBS, corbels, and smaller bosses in chapter-house. The ribs are shown in section and the 
corbels in elevation. The latter are chiefly moulded, but that in the centre of the north 
side is carved with a peculiar figure. The bosses shown are the smaller ones which are 
introduced between the larger ones shown in Plate V. 
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PLATE VII. 

Section through the chapter-house from east to west, showing the central pillar and the 
section through the doorway and windows. Vaulting, etc. 



PLATE VIII. 



2g 



226 



PLATE VIII. 

Doorway and windows of chapter-house and details thereof. The windows of the chapter- 
house (see Plate IV.) are comparatively large, and they have been glazed. Each is divided 
with mullions into three lights, and the arch is filled with tracery consisting of a large circle 
containing a quatrefoil. Amidst the general ruin it is pleasant to find these traceries 
(which are partly restored) in good preservation. 

The doorway to the chapter-house enters from the east walk of the cloister, and as 
already mentioned, the floor descends from the walk by three steps. It is 5 feet wide, 
and has an arch so slightly pointed that it is scarcely perceptible, and appears to the eye 
to be semicircular. 

The jamb mouldings are of very late design, as also are the bases and caps, the latter 
of which are enriched with very peculiar foliage (see Plate XL). The ingoing is plain, and 
the scoinson bead is provided with a base and remarkable beads instead of caps. The 
central transverse rib rests on a corbel over the centre of the doorway, and is kept higher 
than the others to suit the arch of the doorway. 

In the centre of the soffit of the ingoing are the four cinquefoils above mentioned. 
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PLATE IX. 
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PLATE IX. 

An exterior and interior view of the entrance to the chaiDter-house, showing the points 
above described. 
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PLATE X. 
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PLATE X. 

General view of interior of chapter-house. The centre pier of the chapter-house is 1 1 feet 
3 inches in height, and in section consists of eight circular attached shafts or mouldings 
which are alternately filleted and plain. Those with fillets have the fillet expanded in the 
cap and base, so as to form a prominent feature in both (for details see Plate VIII,). 
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VIEW OF INTERIOR OF CHAPTER HOUSE. 



.Ayr d, Galloway Ar.cu'- Assoc" 1699 



PLATE XL 



232 



PLATE XI. 

The foliage of the caps of door and central pillar of chapter-house. The foliage in these 
caps is of late design and somewhat peculiar in character. Some of the leaves are of a 
kind usual in the 15th and 16th century, but the large sunflowers in the doorway are very 
singular. In the central pillar the foliage is of similar character, and each face of the 
octagon has ornament of a separate design. 
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VOLUME I.— MISCELLANEOUS 

1. Notes on the Ancient Stone Implements of Wigtownshire. 

2. Notices of Ancient Urns found in the Cairns and Barrows of Ayrshire. 

3. Note on some Explorations in a Tumulus called the " Courthill " in the Parish of Dairy 

and County of Ayr. 

4. Antiquities found in Ayrshire and preserved amongst the Archseological Collections of 

Miss Brown of Waterhaughs and Lanfine. 

5. Note on a Bronze Buckler found on Lugtoniidge Farm in the Parish of Beith. 

6. The Caprington Horn. 

7. The Hunterston Brooch. 

8. Notes on some Ayrshire Examples of Pottery supposed to be mediaeval. 

9. The Heraldry of Wigtownshire. 

10. Remarks on the existing Buildings at Kilwinning Abbey. 

11. Collections towards a History of the Monastery of Kilwinning. 

12. Proceedings of the Gild Court of Ayr. 



236 APPENDIX 

1880 
VOLUME II.— MISCELLANEOUS 

1. Notes on the Ancient Stone Implements of Wigtownshire. 

2. Note on a Stone Axe-Hammer, fluted on the sides. 

3. Notes on the Ancient Bronze Implements and Ornaments of Wigtownshire. 

4. Ayrshire Crannogs. 

5. Note on some Excavations in a Rock-Shelter on the Ayrshire Coast. 

6. Note on Two Vessels of Brass found in Kilbirnie Loch. 

7. Ayrshire Duns (No. I., Dunvin). 
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9. The Heraldry of Wigtownshire (No. II.). 
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1 2. Selections from Family Papers at Lanfine. 

1881 

Charters of the Friars Preachers of Ayr. Presented by the Marquis of Bute. 

1882 

VOLUME III.— MISCELLANEOUS 

1. Ayrshire Crannogs (Second Notice). 

2. Notice of a Crannog at Barhapple Loch, Glenluce, Wigtownshire. 

3. Notice of Excavations made on an Ancient " Fort " at Seamill, Ayrshire. 

4. Illustrated Notices of the Ancient Stone Implements of Ayrshire (First Series). 

5. Kilmarnock Funeral Bell. 

6. The Heraldry of Wigtownshire (No. IV.). 

7. Woodwork at Eowallan Castle. 

8. Holy Wells of Wigtownshire. 

9. Early Christian Eemains in Ayrshire. 
iO. The Boyd Papers and Dean Castle. 

1883 

Charters of the Eoyal Burgh of Ayr.. 
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1884 

VOLUME IV.— MISCELLANEOUS 

1. Notice of the Discovery of Five Bronze Celts and a Bronze Eing at the "Maidens," 

near Culzean Castle, Ayrshire. 

2. Ayrshire Crannogs (Third Notice). Additional Discoveries on the Crannog in 

Lochspouts. 

3. Military Eeport on the Districts of Carrick, Kyle, and Cunningham. 

4. The Church of Dunlop. 

5. Illustrated Notices of the Ancient Bronze Implements of Ayrshire (First Series). 

6. The Logan Charter. 

7. The Heraldry of Wigtownshire (No. V.). 

8. Ancient Plates belonging to the Kirk-Session of the Parish Chiu'ch of Kilmarnock. 

9. Corshill Baron-Court Book. 



1885 

VOLUME v.— MISCELLANEOUS 

L St. Ninian's Cave, Glasserton. 

2. Notice of Ancient Graves at Dounan, near Ballantrae, Ayrshire. 

3. Letters by John, Fifth Earl of Cassillis, to the Laird of Barnbarroch, 1600-1615. 
i. Ancient Weapons, Instruments, Utensils, and Ornaments of Wigtownshire. 

5. The Heraldry of Wigtownshire (No. VI.). 

6. Description of Ancient Forts, etc., in Wigtownshire. 

7. The Lake-Dwellings of Wigtownshire. 

8. Glenluce Abbey. 



1886 

Charters of the Abbey of Crosraguel. 2 vols. 

1887 

Correspondence of Sir Patrick Waus of Barnbarroch, Knight, 2 vols. Presented by 
Robert Vans Agnew, Esq., of Barnbarroch, F.S.A. Scot. 
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1889 

VOLUME VI.— MISCELLANEOUS 

1. Cleaves Cove, Dairy, Ayrshire. 

2. Notice of the Excavations of St. Medan's Cave and Chapel, Kirkmaiden, Wigtownshire. 

3. Eemains of Camp on Maxwelston or Hadyard Hill. 

4. Notice of an Enamelled Bronze Harness Ornament from Auchendolly, Stewartry of 

Kirkcudbright. 

5. Notice of the further Excavation of St. Ninian's Cave, Glasserton, Wigtownshire. 

6. The Church of Largs. 

7. The Skelmorlie Aisle and Monuments at Largs. 

8. Notice of a Rock Surface with Cup-Marks and other Sculpturings, at Blackshaw, West 

Kilbride, Ayrshire. 

9. Notes on Clay Urns found in Wigtownshire. 

10. Valuation of the Shire of Wigtown, made in 1667. 

11. Mason's Protocol Book. Abstracts. 

12. Notarial Note-Book of John Mason, Clerk of the Burgh of Ayr— 1582-1612. 

1890 and 1891 

Muniments of the Eoyal Burgh of Irvine. Prefaced by a description of Seagate 
Castle. 2 vols. 

1894 

VOLUME VII.— MISCELLANEOUS 

1. Descriptive Catalogue of Antiquities found in Ayrshire and Wigtownshire, and now in 

the National Museum, Edinburgh. 

2. A Bronze Sword-sheath found in Ayrshire. 

3. The Seal of the Priory of Whithorn. 

4. On a Stone Crannog in Ashgrove Loch, near Stevenston. 

5. The Ardrossan Shell-mound, with an Account of its Excavation. 

6. Ancient Structure at Dirrans, near Kilwinning. 

7. Two Ancient Fireplaces at Shewalton and Ardeer. 

8. Dundonald, its Bell and Surroundings. 

9. Selections from some Papers in possession of the Countess, of Stair. 

10. Notes on the Excavation of "Shanter Knowe," near Kirkoswald, Ayrshire. 

11. Protocol Book of Robert Broun. 
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1894 

VOLUME VIII. 

Protocol Book of Robert Broun, continued. 

1895 

VOLUME IX. 

Protocol Book of Robert Broun, continued. 

1899 
FINAL VOLUME 

The Five Great Churches of Galloway. 




Sketch from a Cast of Figure said to have been found in the Ruins of 

Glenluce Abbey 
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